GEORGE SAUNDERS’S MIIC 
TIMELY NOVEL P. 33 IIUO 


SECOND TIME’S A CHARM 
FOR DUDE YORK P. 29 
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LETTER FROM AUSTRIA 


THOUSANDS OF MILES AWAY AND I CAN’T ESCAPE 
THE NEWS FROM HOME BY DAN SAVAGE P. II 
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MORE 
BANG 
WITH THE 
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HIGH 

I POTENCY 
CANNABIS 



AVAILABLE NOW AT 

HAVE A HEART | LOCAL ROOTS 
GREEN LADY I EVERGREEN MARKET 


This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit forming. Marijuana can impair 
concentration, coordination, and judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under 
the influence of this drug. There may be health risks associated with consumption of this product. 
For use only by adults twenty-one and older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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New to legal 
weed but not 
sure where to 
start? 


Chelsea is here 
for you, 2T 




1728 4th Ave S 

15029 Aurora Ave N 




dockside 

cannabis 


SO 

SHORED 

DOCKSEDEDANlNAIJS.COM SAFE. LEGAL ENLIGHTENING. 

HECKEATtVNAL MARIJUANA l\+ HTH LOCATIONS MEDICALLY ENDORSED 




1407 FIFTH AVENUE | FIFTH & UNION | SEATTLE, WA 98101 | 206.447.9488 

turgeonraine.com 


Tension- 

Magically Suspended Your Diamond is 

Most Brilliant 




$3 edibles 
$5 grams 
$15 eighths 
$20 vapes 


$4 pre rolls 
$20 1 gram wax 
$60 14 grams 

(80 OUNCES 


Open: 8am-1 1:30pm, 7 days a week 


OCEANGREENS420.COM 


DISCLAIMER: This product has intoxicating effects and may be habit-forming. Marijuana can impair concentration, coordination, and 
judgment. Do not operate a vehicle or machinery under the influence of this drug. Smoking can kill you. There may be health risks 
associated with consumption of this product. For use by adults twenty-one or older. Keep out of the reach of children. 
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HALE'S 


jvioisture Festival 

“ \ ” et* 

Seattle’s Springtime Joyride 

March 16 - April 9 

Hale’s Palladium 

Variete - March 16- April 9 

Tickets on sale now! 

most shows all ages 

New Artists each week! 

info & tickets: moisturefestival.org 

pictured: Pat rick McGuire, Godfrey Daniels, Kevin Joyce, The One & Only Inga, Martha Enson 


& Speakeasy i 

Burlesque Afloat '*■» 
on The Islander Yacht 


flic Stranger 




*- 


Infill 


The Roaring™ 11 

Dress the part! ^o 


CityArts 


SGN 

T JwrfrCacrltew 


Marvin J, Qsterhuut, B.D.S. 
Family Dental Practice 
2D6-B7B-ZS73 




Seattle Ale Houses com 


|Ftih^trs o( Flic Al« ft 5p3tn.did Fixk1| 


Hilllup f4th Slrtei , h|iii»Iim % 
Alt- Mount Ate House Ale Moose 

Qiiri'n Anne Grwunod Orfumbia City 


cumin 
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The sweet taste of internet freedom 


■Vr*™ 


Live the Gig Life with Wave G. 

Indulge in the sweeter side of internet with Gigabit Internet from Wave G. The fastest 
internet speed available backed by Wave G's famous 24/7 support means you get 
more of what you want, with no headaches. St's all yours for one flat monthly rate and 

no contract, no cap, and no catch. 


Gigabit. Internet. Speed. 


$ 80 /month 

Sign up today and get ycur first month FREE T 


r 

1-855-971-1329 ► gowave.com/G 



"Rjo-udantial aHScrv available for new customers only. Empires 3/31/ I 7. Ffimj bigl after vnbd ior ana month 
only Gigabit Internet weyic* of no choree, Ntf valid -with other offer? Sonriceoblo orewionly Prices subject 
to cHorrfje. fees Ir^tom may apply. Call fa* complete derails-. 
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^ MncfeJikeb ^ 

DON'T GET HUNG OUT TO DRY 

JUST GET HIGH! 

WHY OVERPAY tN THE CP? p«nder ^ 

" ' I 

Q GOLDEN TICKET, IJBERTY OG $4-5 $ 1 0 

lg & ypl From Liberty ReocK & Unde Ike 

© MR. MOXEY'S MINTS ."$35 '$26 

IGGmg Pepperjiiirti^ Cinnamon, CBD Ginger jtupiiDi mu a c&onwi 

f) ONE GRAM NECTAR CARTRIDGE $&? $58 

1 g from Necior ■ WHY PAY MOPE? 


■ EVEN LOWER PRICES! ft etc#** NEW | 


Q BLUE DREAM... $+0 $9 

1 g & ypl From Northw^si Con nobis Solutions fih* cp a w**, vmx\ 

O BOY SCOUT COOKIES BHO-. $30 $22 

i ^ a t dL. cl.. 


munm lg A up] from Blue Sky 

A DISPOSABLE EZ VAPE5.. ...... $29 $24 

0.4g From. Unde Ike 

@ TOP SHOTZ . $2T $21 

lOOmg Pof Powder from Prohibition Gold ’ t 


7/ip CO Copilot MM Wkit& Cwifcx. 

2310 E UNION ST SO1 15™ flVE E 9622 IS™ AVE SW 

&POt &M.Y 9*M-tt:4SfM " OFF# PAtLY iW.f &M.Y 


WWW.IKES.COM 1.B00i,GET.DRUGS 

^prHbl hr r-a+ir, pftei w4 «TkU<^ to j.e o =*r rw rontarn iH to *ri apw* 3 rJxr* rairnM h 

«*■*■ i ■ tv +-* Ikni an y Ui^ r^«i|DMd ir-i hi w h stA h»Y| ita luf w iw Mtft pi nine 


GET THE GEAR. 

SUPPORT GREAT 
ORGANIZATIONS. 


ITMFA 



Net proceeds of all contributions to ITMFA will be donated to 
the American Civil Liberties Union, Planned Parenthood and the 
International Refugee Assistance Project. 


www.lmpeachTheMotherFuckerAlready.CQm 



M,i|or Simmer 


FOUNQA1ION 


ASIAN 

ART 

MUSEUM 


LOCATED IN 
VOLUNTEER PARK 


i 


mmm 

3:’*‘ 


utsutsushi utsushi 






I i, &>> ijnBnJk m-g ■mrayFiLH, v - 

Immersive video installations by contemporary Japanese artist 
Tabaimo, and historic works from SAM’s Asian art collection. 

CLOSES FEB 26 2017 | visitsam.org/tabaimo 

Tlris. r^tiibillan is org^hijE^d by Ihif Su.rLtle Arl Muwunn in COHjlbdraiteft will*- Tdbni-nu 


Ad rlir ion.T-1 5 uflpCJ rt I n-rh ind ty-pport tor proitjc-tion o fidrpm?fit I* provided 

Thu Jjpjn Faundjlion by MEC CMiptny Solutions of America, Uric. 


MELLON 


Im.Tfle f/(iw (df t All i. JOE 6, tnpcilmo, vlfUw IntMllat Ion, TdpAimp / Ceurt+sy pi Calif ry KQyAn *q, an# CQh..irn &,H Ir - ty. 



Stop by our inclusive shop for all 
your con needs: 

* everyday cosplay fa sh ion 
■f cosplay supplies (foam, Wotbla) 

✓ accessories (including utility belts, 
leg pouches, bags, geek jewelry, 
nerdy nail polish) 

✓ comics and more!! 


OPEN Til ES-YHUEiS 12-7, PM 12-8, 
SAT SHU 1^6 




ELIIOE-TER 


fashmShow 
March 25, 6 PM 

tabling designer 
Catlwrine OlwlFcr and 
fall co|Lecti(kn 


^ Outsider Comics 

mnmist 
Fremont, SftlflJ 
Talk: 206- S3S-M86 
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OPEN CITY 


Awaiting Oblivion 
at On the Boards 

BY RICH SMITH 



Smashing the Rules 
of Miniature Golf 

BY DREW ATKINS 


F or a miniature-golf entrepreneur, Jer- 
emy Franklin-Ross has a unique aver- 
sion to concepts like points and pars. 
Since 2009, he and a team of fellow artists, 
woodworkers, and hackers have organized 
Smash Putt, an adult-only, self-proclaimed 
“miniature golf apocalypse” that pops up for 
a few weeks every year. 

Putt-putt courses don’t need to have a 
point; he believes they can be art. Instead of of- 
fering a score, holes can show how cruel people 
can be or how people find meaning in life. “We 
think about the social-experiment aspects of 
putt-putt a lot around here,” he says. 

Smash Putt has been hosted in a former 
plumbing store, government building, and 
walnut storage facility, among other locales. 
It’s currently inside a former Mexican res- 
taurant in Post Alley until April 30, when its 
creators will retire it permanently. 

On a bustling Saturday night, Franklin- 
Ross, a slim fortysomething with a short 
beard, is sipping bourbon in his makeshift of- 
fice, speaking with preemptive nostalgia for 
the putt-putt holes now on their final display. 
There’s the Mission Impossible hole, a dark, 
foggy little room packed with red lasers that 
trigger alarms. There’s the hole that lets you 
sabotage your friends, offering a button that 
closes the hole just as their ball is rolling to- 
ward it. There’s the final hole, which chews 
your ball up with a buzz saw. 

Smash Putt’s 18 holes change every year; 
some get retired and some get added. Many 
of the retired holes have been of the “social 
experiment” variety, lacking specific direc- 
tions. Many people, he says, will “get vocally 
angry when they’re not provided an experi- 
ence with a clear goal.” 

Outside his office door, thundering booms 
can be overheard from what he calls the 
event’s “must-have hole” and its most defi- 
antly pointless creation. 

Called the Driving Range, the hole con- 
sists of a long metal cage with an air-powered 
cannon at one end. Patrons use the cannon to 
shoot high-velocity golf balls at objects inside 
the cage, which range from propane tanks to 
circular blades. That’s it — there are no rules 


or scoring criteria. 

The Driving Range, a hole requiring no 
putter, is quintessential Smash Putt — total 
anarchy. In the event’s early years, the hole 
confused and upset people so much that they 
eventually hired someone to stand next to it, 
assigning random points and goals on the fly. 

“For people not ready to create their own 
games, the person tells them to shoot at this 
object, shoot at that object,” says Franklin- 
Ross. “You get a million points, you get a hole 
in one, fuck you.” 

There’s also the primal destructive bliss 
the hole provides, somewhat diminished this 
year. For the first time in the event’s history, 
there are no upright pianos to destroy. Due to 
the new venue’s size, the Driving Range must 
be suspended above patrons, on the restau- 
rant’s second floor, to fit. 

Objects can’t be breakable now, for fear 
of small materials raining down on people’s 
heads through the cage. 

“As much as people are coming here at their 
own peril, we try to make things as safe as we 
can, within our means,” he says, while admit- 
ting he finds it “odd” that the golf-ball cannon 
isn’t pulverizing things. Pianos tended to last 
four days in the cage before they were reduced 
to shards and a new one had to be wheeled in. 

Franklin-Ross estimates that roughly 
100,000 people have attended Smash Putt 
since its inception. At one point, its creators 
considered turninhg it into a full-fledged busi- 
ness and taking their show on the road. They 
organized a Smash Putt in Denver to test the 
concept. But, he says, “being a carnie is a 
heartbreaking life, and we don’t want to do it.” 

Nor do they want to be miniature-golf- 
course proprietors. Franklin-Ross leans back 
in his chair as he explains why they’re clos- 
ing the doors on Smash Putt for good, how its 
creators want to focus on art that’s less goal- 
driven. But he wonders if a similarly popular 
“anthropological” project will happen again 
for him. Smash Putt taught him a lot about 
people: Many have a deep craving for rules, 
structure, and ways to impose order on the 
world. But people have a better time when 
they stop making sense. ■ 


T im Smith-Stewart and Jeffrey Aze- 
vedo’s Awaiting Oblivion: Tempo- 
rary Solutions for Surviving the 
Dystopian Future We Find Ourselves Within 
at Present , which runs February 23-26 at On 
the Boards, shouldn’t be as good as it is. 

If you were even able to read the title in its 
entirety without getting bored and checking 
your phone, then you know the show sounds 
exactly as self-interested and unsympatheti- 
cally tragic as that one friend everybody in 
Seattle has, the one who’s just a little too 
smart for his own (or anyone else’s) good, 
who confuses academic language with pro- 
fundity, and who probably 
wouldn’t have to take so 
many anxiety meds if he 
could just own up to his 
martyr complex and stop 
thinking he can solve hu- 
manity’s ancient injustic- 
es simply by talking about 
them all the time. 

Based on the rehearsal 
I saw, your flash judg- 
ment isn’t 100 percent 
wrong. But even if Await- 
ing Oblivion is just as 
pointy-headed and bleeding-heart as its title 
suggests, it’s also really fucking good. Smart, 
funny, self-deprecating, literary, very much 
about 2017 Seattle, and very woke about its 
wokeness. Smith-Stewart and Azevedo offset 
their script’s manic-academic power analy- 
ses with moments of pure lyrical beauty and 
delightfully unbridled absurdity, creating a 
performance that feels fresh. Even better: 
It moves forward the conversation between 
progressive politics and art that Seattle keeps 
trying to have. 

Formally, the show is an epistolary drama. 
An offstage character named A.O. (cheeky 
reference to the title? You bet) sends letters 
and prerecorded tapes (aka “flux kits”) to 
the show’s creators. These missives contain 
instructions for a performance composed of 


BOSNIAN GRATITUDE 

To the man by the Stadium Station who 
asked me, "What was the most rewarding 
experience of your day?": When I asked you 
the same, you told me a friend of yours is 
going through a hard time, and you found 
talking to that friend helpful. I got choked 
up because I'm going through a hard time, 
and I wanted to tell you that my friends are 
there for me and how much that helps me, 
but I couldn't get it out. Then you found 
out my accent is Bosnian and told me that 
in the early 1990s you created an organiza- 
tion in Seattle to raise awareness of the 
war in Bosnia and to help Bosnians. I shook 
your hand and thanked you, and I hope you 
recognized the sincerity and depth of my 
gratitude. Your kindness and your action 
made my world a better place, and our 
brief interaction made a big impact on me. 


several temporary solutions for surviving 
the dystopian future we find ourselves in at 
present. 

A.O. hopes their instructions will operate 
as an artistic blueprint for resisting oppres- 
sive systems (capitalism, the police state, 
the Trump administration, etc.) and stave off 
suicidal depression, but they also constantly 
questions their utility and effectiveness. Aze- 
vedo, Smith-Stewart, Skylar Tatro, and Alyza 
DelPan-Monley variously act as A.O.’s mouth- 
piece, reading the letters and acting out their 
solutions. 

The first and most fascinating of A.O.’s 
“solutions” breaks down 
the limited revolutionary 
potential of the “nonprofit 
arts industrial complex” 
in general and of On the 
Boards (and the show it- 
self) in particular. 

Highlighting the cor- 
porate networks Smith- 
Stewart and Azevedo 
have relied on for finan- 
cial support (Coca-Cola, 
Boeing, and many oth- 
ers), the show lays out a 
pretty convincing argument that it “is unable 
to truly promote revolution due to its depen- 
dence on capitalist power structures, aka cor- 
porate donors.” 

The digressive drama of self-criticism is 
one of the many tensions driving the perfor- 
mance. Others include the question of wheth- 
er A.O. or someone else will commit fictional 
suicide, the active conversation between text 
and movement embedded in Alice Gosti’s ge- 
nius choreography, the script’s spine of au 
courant Seattle topics (e.g., the queer exodus 
from Capitol Hill, gentrification in general, 
#NoNewYouthJail, etc.), and the audience 
member’s constant anxiety that the show 
will collapse under the weight of its own self- 
awareness. It doesn’t make sense that you 
can’t look away, but you can’t look away. ■ 


I wish I had gotten your info so that I could 
share a Bosnian meal with you. 

— Anonymous 






wumm 


To submit an unsigned confession or accusation, send an e-mail to 
ianonymous@thestranger.com. Please remember to change the names of the innocent and guilty. 
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Recreational Cannab 


SEATTLE CANNABIS CO. 



“Be yourself, everyone else is taken” 

Oscar Wilde 


OPEN EVERY DAY 10AM - 11PM 

3831 Stone Way H Seattle WA 98103 

Close to Green Lake, Fremont Troll & Gasworks Park 
Dog and bike friervdly 
ATMs with only 50 cenl fee 

Specials, menu & more at www.ozseattfe.com 

Q© @4Leaflyoz.RKr*atiorial Cannabis 

a ft liUhf Dm irflsra-o *4 In ski£. Th** if** be rtApOTi ibfca trttn ruin 

addU-tMiiiy-Qn# md ofc». » «j 1 cf lha weth- Di dwvri. Wfli 914 Si 1M 


"Superb, unhurried 
service, wide selection, 

iuforimniort at your 
fingertips mid excellent 
prices / 1 


l wliilJL'lJdy, L^jJlyroiiL 


pi^jnrt lift i*1 flpnnalA 

jawTvtu' -Bd dm pnakj.1 Ft* iv by 


Open Late! I 3230 ist aves. 

7 Days A Week SEATTLE, WA 
FOLLOW US; O O 0 00 I 206.294.5839 


This producl has ^nlowcating eifects ond may be habit Forming. Mon]uana can impair 
concentration, coondlnalioa and judgemenL Do noS operate a vehicle or machinery 
under the Influence of fhis drug. Thare may be heolib risks osscciated wifh consumpf- 
ion of ihis producl, F or y,se only by odgsrs 23 +, teep ouf oi reach of chftar&n. 



G ean 


SPECIALS FEBRUARY 25-2B 


flower Super Silver Lemon Haze I $80 

joints cssr* ile $6 

shatter Shishkaberry 95.9% I $28 

capsules csss— i $22 


Herb(n) Elements 


YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD JOIN' 


11013 Lake City Way NE ! 208,535.8769 \ HerbnElements.com 
OPEN EVERYDAY 9 AM -11 PM 0 9 0 dLeafly 

Specials while supplies last. Limit 2 joints. See website for details- 

Tr* ln.kiriiBit .Aij rtrl. nil i^h-IURTAni^ ■ ' ~j ' 1 B.hnfHi iuiBtU.il i.lMMIIkl ■ • I Lknii afnarMtiWIi .HMk I4ij 

I'— -w h ^ f p wt* tT PWti ■— »-»■ 9* ifc» W K ■^Y*W?!H-44-W« 



Leafbuyer.com. 

The Cannabis Deals Network 


Featuring 1 


Conrunajifj 


Wn^r *9 of Bud 
fo, $20! 


Ptfftpfec/to&e 

128 GRAMS OF 
WAX & SHATTER! 


Search by 

location 
dispensary 
product type 
product quantity 
& morel 


Find 7000+ more deals at 


Leafbuyer.com f (D * £ 


T 


See the Best; 


SEATTLE’S TOP 10 MOST 
EYE-CATCHING DISPENSARIES 

Check out the list at leafbuyer.com/top-seattle 
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WEED 


The Closest Thing You 
Can Find to Organic 
Weed in Seattle 

Gold Leaf Gives Us a Tour of Their 
Clean Green Certified Grow Op 

BY LESTER BLACK 


I t only takes a moment for Nate Gibbs to 
find what he’s looking for. He brushes 
aside a rotting orange rind and uses his fin- 
gers to pull back a half-inch of soil, revealing 
a collection of squirming earthworms a cou- 
ple inches away from the stalk of a cannabis 
plant. Sure, the pot 
smells amazing, 
has all the right 
hairs and crystals, 
and returns all the 
right test results, 
but these prized lit- 
tle worms are how 
Gibbs brags about 
his weed. 

That’s because 
these worms prove 
that Gold Leaf, the 
weed farm Gibbs 
owns, is relying on 
the earth’s natu- 
ral processes — not 
synthetic fertilizers or pesticides — to grow 
weed. The worms are the visible evidence of 
the healthy ecosystem Gold Leaf is creating. 
That’s not the case for some weed farms in 
Washington, where so many fertilizers and 
pesticides are used that they can’t even re- 
use their soil, making 
huge mounds of trashed 
dirt outside their facili- 
ties. Gold Leaf’s dirt is 
so healthy that they are 
constantly reusing it, not 
even tilling their gardens 
for fear of upsetting the 
natural microbial and fun- 
gal networks. 

And the results speak for themselves. It’s 
like comparing a flavorless hothouse tomato 
that has been conventionally grown to an 
organic heirloom tomato. The farmer’s hard 
work is clear in the final product. 

That USD A Organic sticker on your 
supermarket tomato shows it has met the rig- 
orous requirements of the US government’s 
organic program. But because the Feds still 
consider weed illegal, there is no organic 
certification for pot. There are, however, a 
couple private companies that certify farms 
are using organic methods. Gold Leaf has 
met the standards of Clean Green Certified, 
a private California-based firm that certifies 
cannabis farms using a system that mirrors 
the USDA’s process, according to Bill Eddy, 
an inspector for Clean Green. 

“A USDA-trained certifier looks through 
[the products a farm uses] and goes through 
every single input and makes sure they meet 
the criteria of the National Organic Pro- 
gram,” Eddy said. 

Brad Douglass, the scientific director for 
Bellevue’s Were Shop cannabis lab and a 


proponent of organic cannabis, said Clean 
Green certification is a good first step for the 
industry. 

“I think what they’re doing is good and 
useful, but it isn’t a stand-in for a state regu- 
lated or even a federally regulated program,” 
Douglass said. “It 
doesn’t have the 
teeth that a state- 
regulated program 
would have.” 

Douglass may 
soon get what 
he is asking for. 
The Washington 
State Department 
of Agriculture, 
which has recently 
started to help the 
Washington State 
Liquor and Canna- 
bis Board regulate 
weed for pesticides 
and potency tests, is seeking legislative ap- 
proval to start its own organic certification 
program. The department requested approv- 
al to start the program, and a bill authorizing 
the program is working its way through the 
legislature in this session. Hector Castro, a 
spokesman for the WSDA, 
said the program would 
give customers a way of 
fact-checking the mar- 
keting claims of cannabis 
growers. 

“If a customer is buy- 
ing what they believe is 
marijuana produced in 
accordance with organic 
standards, and the seller is charging a pre- 
mium for this assurance, you want to provide 
some certainty that they are getting what 
they pay for,” Castro said. 

And it should be noted, if you want Gold 
Leaf Gardens, you are going to need to pay 
more. A single gram of their flower can cost 
between $15 and $20, with eighths generally 
priced around $55. Compare that to the $18 
bottom-shelf eighths you can buy right now 
and you’re left with a question — what am I 
paying so much for? 

Besides paying for a lower environmental 
impact and the peace of mind that you’re not 
smoking pesticide-laden bud, you’re also get- 
ting premium weed. I picked up some of Gold 
Leaf’s Peppermint Cookies, an award-win- 
ning hybrid offshoot of Girl Scout Cookies, 
and it was absolutely fantastic. The bud was 
covered in crystals and orange hairs and 
tasted minty, sweet, and pungent. It gave me 
a very strong, uplifting, and energetic high 
that left me wishing I could always afford or- 
ganic weed. 

If you can afford it, you should get it. ■ 



LESTER BLACK 


The worms are the 
visible evidence 
of the healthy 
ecosystem Gold 
Leaf is creating. 



21 + Recreational 


OPEN 

Tue-Thurs 11am-9pm 
Fri-Sat llam-lOpm 
Sun 11am-7pm 


Flower, Edibles, and More 

417 NW 65th Street 
206.402.5697 
www.thepartakery.com 

© thepartakery Ql@Partakery 


Conveniently 
located across from 
Slave to the Needle 
and The Tin Hat 


Ballard 


Cannabis 


> RUCKUS* 

RECREATIONAL 
CANNABIS 


\m E. REPUBLICAN 


i SEATTLE: WABSU2 





LEGALLY BE GALLED 'ORGANIC,' 

BUT IT CAN BE CliAII GREEN CERTIFIED. 
LOOK FOR THIS LOGO ON YOUR CANNABIS! 
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Thousands of Miles and Nine Time Zones Away... 
There’s No Escaping the News from Home 

BY DAN SAVAGE 


I ’m walking through Schiphol Airport in Amsterdam 
on the last day of January, looking for someplace to 
get tea. I realize my dark-blue passport is still in my 
hand. I slide it into my pocket. I’m not embarrassed 
to be an American. But right now, at this particular mo- 
ment in history, I am embarrassed for America. 

I executed the exact same move — quickly sliding my 
passport into a pocket, hoping no one would spot it — 
once before, a long time ago. 

I was checking into a youth hostel in Belfast, North- 
ern Ireland, on the Fourth of July in 1988. The person 
at the counter gestured toward the lobby, where a group 
of young men was watching the news on a wall-mounted 
television. All the other students staying in the hostel 
that night were from Iran, the receptionist said point- 
edly, as she handed my passport back to me. I slid it into 
my pocket. 

A United States warship had shot down an Iranian 
passenger jet the day before I went to Belfast. Iran Air 
flight 655 was headed to Dubai from Tehran on July 3, 
1988, and was in Iranian airspace when the commander 
of the USS Vincennes, mistaking the passenger jet for 
a fighter plane, ordered his crew to fire on the plane. 
One of the warship’s helicopters had taken fire from an 


Iranian patrol boat earlier that day, after “wandering” 
into Iranian airspace. There were 290 people on board 
flight 655 — all civilians — and every one of them died. 

I wasn’t embarrassed to be an American in 1988. But 
right then, at that particular moment in history, I was 
embarrassed for America. 

♦♦♦ 

I’m pretty pessimistic — actually, that doesn’t quite 
capture it. I’m exhaustingly pessimistic. I suffer from 
an acute case of Worst Case Scenario Disorder, and I 
make sure everyone around me suffers, too. I believe 
every plane I get on is going to crash, every condom I 
use is going to break, every driver my husband passes is 
going to run us off the road. But I let myself believe she 
would win. Even after Nate Silver gave Donald Trump 
the same chances of winning the election that he gave 
the Chicago Cubs of winning the World Series, which 
seemed totally JAF (“jinxy as fuck”) to me, I believed 
she would win. 

Who to blame? Not for her losing the election. I 
blame Comey, Putin, Fallon, Stein, Sarandon, and oth- 
er horrible white people for that. No, who do I blame 
for me letting myself believe she was going to win? I 
could blame just about everything written by just about 


everyone in the final weeks of the campaign. Everyone 
thought she would win. Even Donald Trump, on Elec- 
tion Day, reportedly thought she would win. 

I blame it on Saturday Night Live. 

Not, again, for Trump winning, but for my mis- 
placed, uncharacteristic, and JAF optimism. Jon 
Lovitz, playing Michael Dukakis in a presidential de- 
bate sketch in 1988, looked at Dana Carvey, who was 
playing George H. W. Bush, and said, “I can’t believe 
I’m losing to this guy.” Kate McKinnon, playing Hill- 
ary Clinton in a presidential debate sketch in 2016, 
looked at Alec Baldwin, who was playing Donald 
Trump, and said, “I’m going to be president.” So JAF. 
But it didn’t play that way at the time. It looked like a 
not-at-all-JAF straightforward acknowledgement of a 
sure thing. She was going to win. 

And when Lin-Manuel Miranda hosted SNL a few 
weeks later, a month before the election, Miranda 
paused before a framed photo of Trump in the hallway 
outside the studio. “Never gonna be president now,” Mi- 
randa sang, “never gonna president now.” 

Video clips of both sketches should be in an online 
idiom dictionary next to “whistling past the graveyard 
[of your republic].” ► 
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◄ Almost everything is behind the coun- 
ter at a pharmacy in Austria. So if you arrive 
with a bad cold, worse German, and a desper- 
ate need for cough drops, the same clerk who 
doesn’t know what you mean by “cough drop” 
or “lozenge” isn’t going to suddenly produce 
a box of cough drops when you ask for “the 
thing you suck on.” 

It’s not her fault, of course. You’re the for- 
eigner. You’re the one who doesn’t speak the 
language. You’re the migrant. 

❖ 

I lived in Europe for a couple of years in 
my early 20s. I liked being an expat, and at 
one point thought I’d always be an expat. 
But then, during what was supposed to be an 
18-month return to the United States, I met 
the people starting The Stranger, temporar- 
ily moved to Seattle to help launch the paper, 
saw my jokey/smutty sex-advice column take 
off, met a guy, fell in love, had a baby, covered 
a few elections, and wrote a few books. Two 
and a half decades flew by. 

I’ve always wanted to move back to Eu- 
rope. And last year it 
occurred to me that 
I could. Our son was 
an adult, my husband 
wanted to go, and The 
Stranger had a new 
editor. Now I could 
do it. Now I could go 
back to Europe. Not 
forever, not for the 
rest of my life (that 
ship had sailed and 
sank), but maybe for 
a few months. Maybe 
for a year. 

After Donald 
Trump won the elec- 
tion on November 9. 

I heard myself, on 
my podcast and else- 
where, urging my 
listeners to act up 
and to fight back. To 
resist. But two weeks 
before the election, 
when I believed she 
would win, I’d pur- 
chased a plane ticket 
to Austria. I had friends over there, and I had 
a place to stay. Just a five-week stay, a trial 
run, to see if this could work. 

I felt like a hypocrite. I was encouraging 
people to stay (“Don’t move to Canada!”) and 
fight (“Go to the march!”), knowing I would 
be leaving shortly after Trump’s inaugura- 
tion — not leaving forever, and I wasn’t going 
on a vacation or anything. I would be writ- 
ing in cafes in Austria, instead of writing in 
cafes in Seattle, and recording my podcast 
in an improvised podcast recording studio 
over there, instead of our improvised-but- 
much-improved podcast recording studio at 
Stranger HQ. And I would be raising money 
for the ACLU, Planned Parenthood, and the 
International Refugee Assistance Project 
selling ITMFA wear from a studio apart- 
ment in Austria (more than $100,000 raised 
so far) instead of from my dining-room table 
at home. 

But I wasn’t staying. I was going. Just for 
five weeks this trip. Longer next time. 

Ten days after Trump was sworn in as the 
45th president of the United States, I headed 
to JFK. I left for the airport early because 
there were crowds at the international termi- 
nal protesting Trump’s Muslim ban. 

I should have joined the protests. Instead, 
I headed for my gate. 

❖ 

“It will not be easy to transform the de- 
bate on migration,” Owen Jones writes in 
the Guardian. “Successive British govern- 
ments have failed to build housing, provide 


the secure well-paid jobs people need, defend 
living standards, and — in recent times in par- 
ticular — properly invest in public services. 
Immigration has become a catch-all narrative 
to explain problems caused by the powerful.” 

The powerful have done the exact same 
thing in the United States. 

Back in the 1980s and early ’90s, as an 
American living in Europe, keeping up with 
the news from home required effort. You 
could listen to the Voice of America, if you 
had a radio (I didn’t), or you could buy a copy 
of the International Herald Tribune, if you 
could spare the money (I couldn’t). If you 
were a student or an artist living in Europe 
back then, news was a luxury. And if you 
were poor — and any expat worth knowing 
was poor — news was a luxury you couldn’t 
afford. Or wouldn’t prioritize. Artists spent 
their money on beer and food and shows, not 
on newspapers. 

I’ve heard from some friends since I got 
to Graz, the city where I’m staying, all writ- 
ing to tell me they’re jealous. Not that I’m 
in Europe, but that 
I’m away, out of the 
country, spared the 
daily outrages. How 
wonderful it must be 
not to have to listen 
to Donald Trump. 
How wonderful it 
must be not to have 
to hear Kellyanne 
Conway’s voice. 

Yeah, no. 

Back in the 1980s 
and early ’90s, I 
didn’t follow the news 
because I couldn’t. 
Now I follow the 
news because I easily 
can — they have the 
internet here, too — 
and so I’m spared 
nothing. I walk 
around Graz listening 
to Rachel Maddow 
and Slate’s Politi- 
cal Gabfest and The 
Gist and Real Time 
and Fresh Air on my 
phone, I sit in cafes and flit back and forth 
between the New York Times and JoeMyGod 
and Slog and Talking Points Memo, I lie on 
the couch in the apartment where I’m staying 
and watch SNL and John Oliver and Stephen 
Colbert and Samantha Bee and Seth Meyers. 
I fall asleep at night listening to NPR, just 
like I do at home. Sometimes Kellyanne Con- 
way’s voice is the last thing I hear at night. 
She lies me to sleep. 

Austria is happening all around me, but I 
spend my waking hours in a news and infor- 
mation bubble that’s all Trump, all the time. 
❖ 

Graz is the second-biggest city in Austria. 
There are two gay bars in Graz, fewer than 
10 buildings over 15 stories, and no buildings 
over 30 stories. The city center — the baroque 
old city — is a UNESCO World Heritage Site, 
a network of trams knits the old and new 
city together, and there are bakeries on ev- 
ery corner. I could see myself living here. A 
river runs through the center of town — the 
river Mur — and there’s one large hill called 
Schlossberg, which means Castle Hill, but 
there’s no castle on it. Napoleon had Graz’s 
castle pulled down after the French defeated 
Austria during the Napoleonic Wars. He left 
the castle’s clock tower standing — but only 
after the distraught citizens of Graz paid the 
French a ransom to spare it. 

There’s a warren of tunnels under the 
Schlossberg, where the citizens of Graz hid 
from air raids during World War II, tunnels 
built by slave labor. Look down as you walk ► 
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< the streets of Graz, and here and there you 
notice that one of the small granite cobble- 
stones in the sidewalk has been replaced 
with a shiny brass square, of the same size 
and shape. Each of these brass cobblestones 
bears the name of a resident of Graz who 
was murdered during the Holocaust — a daily 
reminder of the human cost of fascism, anti- 
Semitism, and xenophobia, a reminder you 
have to step over when exiting your apart- 
ment or entering a bakery 

They catch the eye, they prick the 
conscience. 

There was a genocide in North America. 
There are few memorials in the cities we built 
on the land we stole, no daily reminders wo- 
ven into our landscape, nothing we have to 
step over on our way into Nordstrom or the 
Comet. 

“There are a lot of 
killers,” as someone 
or other once said. 

“You think our coun- 
try is so innocent?” 

❖ 

Confidential to Se- 
attle restaurateurs: 

The first one of you to 
put kaspressknoedel 
soup on the menu is 
going to have a hit 
on your hands. It’s a clear, salty beef broth 
served in a large bowl with a couple of hock- 
ey-puck-size dumplings made out of old rolls, 
eggs, cheese, and herbs. It’s an Austrian sta- 
ple, it’s hearty and filling, and it’s perfect on 
cold, wet days. So fucking good. 

♦♦♦ 

Trump, Trump, Trump. All roads — all 
thoughts — lead back to Trump. 

You know why very few Americans have 
heard of Graz? Because The Sound of Mu- 
sic wasn’t filmed here. And speaking of 
The Sound of Music, the man Trump plans 
to appoint as ambassador to Austria isn’t a 
diplomat with any relevant experience. Few 
ambassadors are anymore. But this guy’s 
qualifications? Besides being a major Trump 
donor? He’s a fan of The Sound of Music. 
That’s it. He’s seen that movie, which is 
despised by most Austrians, more than 75 
times. In Trumpland, that more than qualifies 
him to be the ambassador to Austria. 

Did I mention the Voice of America 
earlier? The GOP-controlled Congress re- 
cently disbanded the nonpartisan board 
of governors that oversaw the VOA and its 
$800 million budget. A political appointee will 
now oversee the VOA, which can now legally 
broadcast in the United States, and Donald 
Trump selected a couple of low-level, twenty- 
something campaign staffers — aka partisan 
hacks — to run the formerly respected news 
organization. Into the ground. 

The last time I ordered the 


kaspressknoedel soup, the waiter — a black 
Austrian woman — set it down, glanced at 
my computer, saw that I was reading a story 
about Donald Trump’s press conference in 
the New York Times. “Him,” she said, shak- 
ing her head, and then she walked away. 

“One of the great achievements of free 
society in a stable democracy is that many 
people, for much of the time, need not think 
about politics at all,” Andrew Sullivan writes 
in New York magazine. “The president of a 
free country may dominate the news cycle 
many days — but he is not omnipresent — and 
because we live under the rule of law, we can 
afford to turn the news off at times. A free so- 
ciety means being free of those who rule over 
you — to do the things you care about, your 
passions, your pas- 
times, your loves — to 
exult in that blessed 
space where politics 
doesn’t intervene. In 
that sense, it seems 
to me, we already 
live in a country with 
markedly less free- 
dom than we did a 
month ago.” 

❖ 

I mostly lived in 
Germany back when I was briefly/almost an 
expat in the late 1980s and very early 1990s. 
My German, which was never great, is now 
completely gone. At best I had pretty decent 
“sex and supermarket” German: I could get 
groceries, I could get laid, but that’s all I 
could get — I couldn’t get a job, I couldn’t get 
into one of those free German universities. 
So when I got to Graz, I could say only three 
things in German: “I’m a gay man.” “I’d like 
a bratwurst, please.” “Please don’t shit on the 
floor.” 

After two weeks of practice, I can now say, 
“Check, please” and “I’d like a box of throat 
lozenges.” 

❖ 

The last time I lived in Europe, walls were 
coming down here. 

♦♦♦ 

Some of the local news in Graz is managing 
to penetrate my all-Trump news bubble. For 
instance, there’s something of a housing crisis 
in Graz, one that echoes the housing crisis in 
Seattle — but the Grazers I’ve spoken to about 
it don’t want me calling it a crisis. That sounds 
too overheated, too partisan, too American. 
They prefer to call it a housing situation. 

Graz is Austria’s fastest-growing city. 
Nearly 320,000 people live in Graz proper, 
another 400,000 live in Graz’s larger urban 
zone, and rent is rising faster in Graz than 
anywhere else in Austria. Walking around 
town, I’ve seen graffiti that says “SchieB 
Miete!” (“Fuck Rent!”) and posters glued to 
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GRAZ main SQUARE The heart of the baroque city center. 


the windows of empty buildings that say “Die 
Hauser denen, die sie brauchen!” (“Give this 
house to those that need it!”). Clearly some 
Grazers seem to be experiencing the housing 
problem as more crisis than situation. 

The Communist Party — Graz is the only 
city in Austria where communists do well 
in local elections — made housing its issue 
in city elections that took place right after 
I arrived. The commies won 20 percent of 
the vote, coming in second and gaining addi- 
tional seats on the city council. Graz doesn’t 
have one Kshama Sawant. Graz has a dozen 
Kshama Sawants. 

The local chapter of the Freedom Party 
of Austria (FPO) — the country’s anti-immi- 
grant, hard-right, neo-fascist party — didn’t 
pass out hats at their rallies, but their main 
slogan had a Trumpian ring and could defi- 
nitely fit on a hat: “Holen Wir Unser Graz 
Zuruck!” (“Let’s Take Back Our Graz!”). 
Take it back from immigrants, of course, 
but foreigners who don’t know the Ger- 
man word for “lozenge” get a pass, so long 
as they’re white. The FPO hoped to ride 
immigrant-bashing to power here, but they 
came in third and gained no seats on the city 
council. 

The Christian Conservative Party, Aus- 
tria’s version of the GOP, won. They didn’t 
win a majority, so they have to form a coali- 
tion — which they’re most likely going to do 
with the FPO. Heinz-Christian Strache, the 
leader of the national FPO, is an ally of Don- 
ald Trump’s. He was at the inauguration in 
Washington, DC. He lost Austria’s recent 
presidential election to the former head of 
Austria’s Green Party, which is an actual par- 
ty here and not a quadrennial stunt. 

Another echo of politics back home: a local 
construction project opposed by a loud group 
of impassioned activists. It’s not a youth jail; 
it’s a dam. 

The Green Party — which is, again, a real 
political party here, nothing like the grand- 
standing, guilt-tripping, purity-testing 
bullshit “Green Party” we have in the United 
States — came out against the project before 
the election and led protests to block its con- 
struction. But it’s not the first dam on the 
Mur; the new dam is being constructed a mile 
or two upstream from an existing dam. And 


they’re not building another dam for shits 
and giggles — it’s a hydroelectric power plant. 
Which means the Green Party of Graz staked 
its electoral fortunes on blocking a green en- 
ergy project. It didn’t work. Graz’s Greens 
came in last, losing seats on the city council 
to the communists. It seems the people of 
Graz support green energy projects, even if 
the Green Party doesn’t. 

♦♦♦ 

I’m sitting on a sofa with an Austrian 
friend, three weeks into my stay here, 
watching what may be an illegally download- 
ed episode of Full Frontal with Samantha 
Bee. 

My friend has given me a choice between 
a Full Frontal marathon — he’s Austria’s big- 
gest Samantha Bee fan — and The Crown on 
Netflix. I choose option Bee. Somehow I can’t 
look away, even when I have the choice to. 

Bee runs a clip of the protests at US 
airports that were going on when I left. 
Thousands of people are crowded into arrival 
areas chanting “Let them in!” and holding up 
signs that read “No Wall! No Ban!” Lawyers 
are sitting on floors, hunched over laptops, 
working for free; translators are holding up 
signs in English and Arabic, offering their 
services to worried family members of de- 
tained travelers. 

My friend notices me, sitting across from 
him, starting to tear up. 

“Are you okay?” he asks. 

“Not really,” I say. 

Over the last three weeks, not one person 
in Austria had asked me a direct question 
about Donald Trump. Which seems odd, 
since Europeans are being threatened by 
Trump, too. He wants to break up the Euro- 
pean Union and undermine NATO, and the 
man who helped get Trump elected — Vladi- 
mir Putin — is currently at work undermining 
elections in Germany and France. But people 
here don’t want to talk about it — they don’t 
want to talk about him — any more than I do. 

“Do you think Americans can stop 
Trump?” my friend asks. 

I believe we can. But I believed she would 
win. I don’t want to jinx it. 

“I don’t know if we can stop him,” I finally 
say. “But we’re gonna goddam try. And I have 
to be there to help.” ■ 
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-fantasizes 

rgp- 


I am a straight married man. My wife and I 
have a U-y ear-old and a 3-month-old. We’ve just 
started having intercourse again. For Valen- 
tine’s Day, we spent the night in a B&B while 
grandma watched the kids. We had edibles, 
drank sparkling wine, and then fucked. It was 
amazing. After we came and while we were 
still stoned and drunk, my wife mentioned she 
was open to inviting others into our sex life. I 
asked about getting a profes- 
sional sex worker. She said 
no. But maybe if we were in a 
bar (we’re never in bars) and 
met someone (a unicorn), she 
might be into it. Anal came 
up. She’s always said she’s 
up for trying anything once. - * 

I have a desire to experiment 
with anal. (Not just me enter- 
ing her, but her pegging me 
as well.) I asked if she would 
use the vibrator we brought 
on me, just to experiment. 

She said she was too high to 
do anything. I felt let down. I 
feel she unknowingly teased 
me with fantasies I have, not 
knowing I actually have them. We have a good 
sex life, and I’m willing to write off the fantasies 
we discussed while high and drunk. It’s the teas- 
ing that drove me crazy. 

Having And Realizing Desires 

P.S. I’m in no hurry. We just had a baby, and I 
don’t want to pressure my wife right now. My fear 
is that she may only like the idea of exploring our 
sexuality together and not the reality of it. 

Some people think about, talk about, and mas- 
turbate about certain fantasies without ever 
wanting to realize them. Let’s call them Team 
Fantasize. Some people think about, etc., certain 
fantasies and would very much like to realize 
them. Let’s call them Team Realize. There’s 
nothing wrong with either team. But when some- 
one on Team Fantasize is married to someone 
on Team Realize, well, that can be a problem. 
Knowing your spouse is turned on by fantasies 
you share but rules out realizing them — or sets 
impossible conditions for realizing them — can be 
extremely frustrating. And sometimes a frus- 
trated Team Realize spouse will say something 
like this to their Team Fantasize mate: “Talk- 
ing about these fantasies together — this kind of 
dirty talk — it gets my hopes up about actually 
doing it. If it’s never going to happen, we have to 
stop talking about it, because it’s frustrating.” 

The problem with that approach? Swingers 
clubs, BDSM parties, and the strap-on-dildo 
sections of your finer sex-positive sex-toy stores 
everywhere are filled with couples who used to 
be on opposite teams — one from Team Fanta- 
size, the other from Team Realize — but they’re 
both on Team Realize now. And what got them 
on the same team? Continuing to discuss and 
share fantasies, even at the risk of frustrating 
the Team Realize spouse. 

So if you ever want to have that threesome or 
experiment with anal, HARD, you need to keep 
talking with your wife about these fantasies — and 
you need to tell her your fantasies too! Tell her 
you’re not pressuring her, of course, but let her 
know these are things you would actually like to 
do, and the more you talk about them, the more 
you want to do them. If she keeps talking with you 
about them, that’s a sign. Not a sign that she’s a 
cruel tease, HARD, but a sign that she’s inching 
closer toward pulling on a Team Realize jersey. 

RS. If your wife doesn’t know you have 
these fantasies — and is consequently teasing 
you “unknowingly” — that’s your fault, HARD, 
not hers. 

I wanted to tell you about something that hap- 
pened to my friend. (Really!) She was going to 
bang this dude from OkCupid but wasn’t getting a 
great feeling, so she went to bed and let him crash 
on the couch. She woke up the next day to find 
her underwear drawer empty on the floor and 



JOE NEWTON 


all of her underwear wrapped around this dude’s 
feet. She stealthily removed all the panties from 
his perv hooves and put her shit away. When the 
morning actualized itself, they parted amicably 
with no mention of the underwear slippers. 

Men In Alaska 

Ask yourself which is the likelier scenario, MIA. 
Scenario 1: This guy stumbled around your 
friend’s dark apartment in 
the middle of the night, man- 
■ l aged to find her underwear 

drawer, pulled it out and set 
it on the floor, made himself 
a pair of pantie-booties, had 
himself a wank, and fell back 
to sleep. All without waking 
your friend. Then your friend 
got up in the morning, saw her 
panties wrapped around his 
hooves, peeled them off one by 
one, and returned her panties 
to their drawer. All without 
waking Perv Hooves up. Sce- 
nario 2: Your friend got pervy 
with this guy, wanted to tell 
you about this guy’s kink, but 
was too embarrassed to admit that she played 
along and possibly got into it. 

My money is on Scenario 2, MIA, because I’ve 
heard this song before: “I met this pervert who 
did these perverted things in front of me while I 
was asleep, and I wasn’t in any way involved and 
I wasn’t harmed. Isn’t that pervert crazyV ’ Yeah, 
no. In most cases, the person relaying the story 
played an active role in the evening’s perversions 
but edited the story to make themselves look like 
a passive bystander, not a willing participant. 

I’m a 30-year-old straight woman who has been 
with the same guy (high-school sweetheart!) for 
the last 13 years. We love each other deeply, best 
friends, etc. The problem isn’t that the sex isn’t 
good — he’s very good at making me come. But the 
sex is vanilla and routine, and I would like us to 
go beyond that. Nothing extreme, I just want to 
switch things up a bit. Talking about sex makes 
my husband REALLY uncomfortable. If I ask 
him what he’d like me to do to him while we’re 
having sex, he shuts down. He’ll say, “Everything 
you do is good, ” and leave it there. In the very 
few conversations we’ve had about this stuff, he’s 
said that he feels intimidated and doesn’t know 
what to say. This is incredibly frustrating for 
me. How do I get him to loosen up and feel more 
comfortable about talking to me so that we can 
eventually progress to some new experiences ? 

Why Husband Is Prudish 

Have you told him what you want? If you 
haven’t — if you’re as vague in your conversa- 
tions with him as you were in your letter to 
me — you’re essentially asking your husband to 
guess at your undisclosed interests or kinks. 
Your husband is probably terrified of guessing 
wrong. He doesn’t know what to do, he doesn’t 
know what to say — but he’s told you he’s fine 
with whatever you want to do. So stop asking 
him what he wants to do to you, WHIP, and 
start doing whatever it is you want to do. Take 
the initiative, be the change you want to see in 
the sack, lean in or bend over or whatever. 

From your sign-off, WHIP, I’m guessing 
you’re interested in some type of BDSM play, 
most likely with you in the sub role. So lay your 
kink cards on the table and offer to dominate 
him first. A lot of subs do some topping, i.e., 
doing unto others as they would like done unto 
them, and some subs become tops exclusively. 
But take baby steps, it’s mild before wild, you 
gotta nail those junior-varsity kinks before 
moving up to varsity-level kinks, etc. ■ 

On the Lovecast, a pro dom on being a sex 
worker and a single mom: savagelovecast.com. 

mail@savagelove.net 
@fakedansavage on Twitter 


SE TTLE 
E OTIC 
FES IVAL 


15 YE RS OF E OTICAR 

BEGINS APRIL 28TH, 2017 

TICKETS ON SALE NOW! 

SEATTLEEROTIC.ORG 


« SINRCCK 

9 THE EXPERIENCE 

* “ VIP DANCE 

DAILY SPECIALS 


d 




A 


1 ' 


FREE COVER 
FOR MILITARY 


fiflBD BOfif 

CBJ 




aueLClnn.i.K0 

ENTERTAINERS 

oiumjji kauuj 

WAIT staff & SECURITY 

^{foui Hi 9K! 0 M f 


**** S| 208 sw 16TH ST. RENTON. WA. 98057 
425.255.3110 


ANCHORAGE SEATTLE / RENTON FAIRBANKS PORTLAND 




18 February 22, 2017 THE STRANGER 



THE REVIEWS ARE IN! 

* * ** * "HE IS BRILLIANT AND ETERNALLY AGELESS." - stwiiMmmouH} 

***** "| HAVE NEVER LAUGHED SO HARD IN MY ENTIRE LIFE:' - awn*** 

***** 'CRYSTALS SHOW FULL OF HUMOR AND ICONIC MOMENTS. 

***** HE AND BONNIE HUNT WERE BRILLIANT TOGETHER" - «w»h«w 

***** ’'THE CROWD ATE UP WHATEVER CRYSTAL WAS SERVING 
***** DAZZLING, REMARKABLE, UNCANNY” - 

***** "ONE OF THE MOST SHOVED ENTERTAINERS OF HIS GENERATION 1 ' * mmxwvmM 
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SEATTLE 

ART 

MUSEUM 


WINTER 

WEEKENDS 


ART ENCOUNTER: AMPLIFYING PULSE 
OLYMPIC SCULPTURE PARK 
FRI FEB 24, 7 PM 
FREE WITH RSVP 

Inspired by the pulse listening method in 
Traditional Chinese Medicine, artist-in- 
residence Paige Barnes collaborates with 12 
dancers and 3 musicians to create intimate 
and chaotic dance and music improvisations. 

Programming at the Olympic Sculpture Park is supported 
by M&ggie Walker, and Martha Wytkoff and Jerry Tone. 

The artist received partial funding from Seattle Office 
of Arts & Culture. 

RSVP at visitsartt.org/winter 
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All the Events The Stranger Suggests This Week 


Find the complete calendar of things to do in Seattle 
at strangerthingstodo.com strangerTTD J Stranger Things To Do 



CHLOE AFTEL 


READINGS & TALKS 


include a copy of the book. (Town Hall, Tues 
Feb 28, 7:30 pm, $35/$40) RICH SMITH 


George Saunders 


DON'T MISS 


It seems bizarre that Lincoln in 
the Bardo is George Saunders's debut novel, 
but really, who cares? People novel when 
they're ready to novel. And if Saunders 
was busy noveling all the time, maybe we 
wouldn't have his excellent collection of 
essays. The Bra indead Megaphone , or his 
maximumly wonderful story collections, 
CivilWarLand in Bad Decline and Pastora- 
lia. Anyhow! In his review of Bardo, Willie 
Fitzgerald assures us the novel is a good and 
timely effort: "It is unfair to freight a single 
book with a bunch of political and existen- 
tial baggage," he writes. "But Lincoln is 
about facing grief (something of a daily 
exercise for many of us), and is set during a 
moment of national schism. For those and 
for many other reasons, it is the first essen- 
tial novel of the Donald Trump era." Tickets 


We also recommend... 

Derek Thompson: Hit Makers: Town Hall, 
Thurs Feb 23, 7:30 pm, $5 
Ernestine Hayes: Third Place Books Seward 
Park, Mon Feb 27, 7:30 pm, free 
Gaslighting in Government: Town Hall, 
Mon Feb 27, 7:30 pm, $5 (standby only) 
Ichiro Kawachi: Income Inequality and 
Population Health: Kane Hall, Wed Feb 22, 
7:30-9 pm, free (standby only) 

Isaac Marion: King County Library, Bellevue 

Regional Branch, Wed Feb 22, 7 pm 

Melissa R. Michelson: Elliott Bay Book 

Company, Wed Feb 22, 7 pm, free 

Rosa Liksom: Elliott Bay Book Company, 

Tues Feb 28, 7 pm, free 

Roxane Gay: Town Hall, Wed Feb 22, 

7:30 pm, $20 (standby only) 

Sacred Breath: Ernestine Hayes, Raven E. 
Heavy Runner, and Elissa Washuta: Intel- 
lectual House, Sat Feb 25, 5 pm, free 


Viet Thanh Nguyen: Central Library, Fri Feb 
24, 7 pm, free 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


ART 


Inye Wokoma 


DON'T MISS 


Using everyday artifacts from 
his grandfather's life — a catcher's mask, 
family photographs, legal ledgers, and 
old magazines — artist and filmmaker Inye 
Wokoma has created a poignant sanctuary 
at the Northwest African American Mu- 
seum for the enduring legacy of an African 
American family's daily life in Seattle's (now 
almost completely gentrified) Central District. 
Wokoma's work explores the complex space 
where ancestry, identity, and displacement 
meet — his piece at the Frye Art Museum last 
fall. This Is Who We Are, imagined a ritual 
where his ancestors are introduced to ances- 
tral Duwamish tribal members. Now, with An 


Elegant Utility, Wokoma becomes the artist- 
as-ethnographer, gracefully recontextualizing 
his personal and family history into the larger 
context of structural racism, redlining, and 
the story of African Americans in Seattle. 
(Northwest African American Museum, Wed- 
Sun, $7, through May 28) AMBER CORTES 

We also recommend... 

Alex Boeschenstein: too many cunning 

passages: Glassbox Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Feb 25 

Chris McMullen: C.S.E. (Collaborative 

Stacking Extravaganza!): 4Culture, Mon- 

Fri, free, through Feb 23 

A Closer Look: Pivot Art + Culture, Tues- 

Sun, $5, through Feb 26 

Dan Attoe: New Drawings: Greg Kucera 

Gallery, Feb 23-April 1, free 

Ellen Garvens: Prographica, Tues-Sat, free, 

through Feb 25 

Implied Fictions: Pivot Art + Culture, Tues- 
Sun, $5, through Feb 26 
(in)compatible: Interstitial, Sat, free, 
through Feb 25 

Linda Connor, Maija Fiebig, and Thuy- 

Van Vu: G. Gibson Gallery, Wed-Sat, free, 
through Feb 25 

Susan Skilling: Paintings: Greg Kucera 
Gallery, Feb 23-April 1, free 
Tabaimo: Utsutsushi Utsushi: Asian Art 
Museum, Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26 
Terratopia: The Chinese Landscape in 
Painting and Film: Asian Art Museum, 
Wed-Sun, $9, through Feb 26 
Visual Art Selections from the Women's 
March: Center on Contemporary Art (CoCA), 
Thurs-Sat, free, through Feb 25 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


PERFORMANCE 


Awaiting Oblivion: 
Temporary 
Solutions for 
Surviving the 
Dystopian Future 
We Find Ourselves 
Within at Present 


DON'T MISS 


| The title of this Tim Smith- 

Stewart/Jeffrey Azevedo performance 


screams RELEVANT TO YOUR CURRENT PSY- 
CHOLOGICAL/POLITICAL INTERESTS, but it's 
been in the works since it debuted (in part) 
at NW New Works in 201 5. Inspired by the 
works of Claude Cahun, a French surreal- 
ist poet/photographer who may have been 
agender before Westerners had fixed terms 
for nonbinary gender identities — this genre- 
fluid, meta-theatrical show "follows the 
story of AO, an anonymous street artist who 
has tasked Tim and Jeffrey with the creation 
of a performance as a way to share AO's 
'temporary solutions' for existing within 


Continued ► 
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HOST + CO-HOST OF THE PODCAST 
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THINGS TO DO ARTS & CULTURE 

our collapsing empire," according to press 
materials. Alice Gosti is doing the choreog- 
raphy, Skylar Tatro is doing some acting, and 
Tristan Roberson is doing the lights. Those 
people are very good at doing the things 
they're doing. {On the Boards ; Feb 23-25 , 8 
pm , Sun Feb 26, 5 pm, $23/$25) RICH SMITH 

We also recommend... 

Bright Half Life: New Century Theatre 
Company at 12th Avenue Arts, Thurs-Mon, 
$35-$40, through March 11 
Dear White People: Theatre Off Jackson, 
Feb 24-26, 8 pm, $30/$40/$100 
La Petite Mort's Anthology of Erotic Eso- 
terica: The Conservatory, Fri Feb 24, 8 pm, $23 
Mimosas Cabaret: Unicorn, Sat-Sun, 1 pm, 
$25, through May 28 
A Moveable Feast: Nordo's Culinarium, 
Wed-Sun, 8 pm, $90, through April 2 
The Pajama Game: The 5th Avenue The- 
atre, Tues-Sun, $29-$53, through March 5 
Raisins in a Glass of Milk: 18th & Union, 
Sun Feb 26, 7:30 pm, $12-$25 
Rent: Paramount Theatre, Feb 22-26, $30+ 
Scary Mary and the Nightmares Nine: 
Annex Theatre, Thurs-Sat, 7:30 pm, $18/$20, 
through March 4 

Shlong Song: 18th & Union, Fri Feb 24, 

9:30 pm, $12-$25 

Three Americans: Voices of Hope: West 
of Lenin, Thurs-Sat & Mon, 8 pm, $15, 
through March 4 

Waning: Annex Theatre, Mon-Wed, 7:30 
pm, $10, through March 1 
Well: Seattle Repertory Theatre, Wed-Sun, 
7:30 pm, $17-$67, through March 5 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


FOOD & DRINK 


Slovenian Friday 
Dinner Series 


DON'T MISS 


| To be perfectly honest, I have 

no idea what Slovenian food is like, and 
I would never seek it out were someone 
not to remind me of it. Thankfully, Pioneer 
Square's Delicatus has done just that — 
they're doing Slovenian cuisine as part 
of their ongoing themed dinner series, 
and I'm thoroughly intrigued. There are 
dandelion greens with Tolminc cheese, a 
Slovenian regional specialty. There's pro- 
sciutto-wrapped trout, and there is nothing 
that is not improved by being ensconced in 
prosciutto. The main meat is braised beef 
paprikash, a paprika-rich cousin of goulash. 
Delicatus is offering up four courses for 
$50, tax and tip included. That ain't bad 
for what looks to be a really, really good 
meal. (Delicatus, Fri Feb 24, 6:45-9 pm, $50) 
TOBIAS COUGHLIN-BOGUE 


We also recommend... 

Aid for Syria: Atrium, Sun Feb 26, 6:30 pm, 
$40 

Convergence Series: #30 Bainbridge and 
ACLU of Washington: Watershed Pub & 
Kitchen, Wed Feb 22, 6-9 pm 
Guest Chef Night: Chef Gabriel Chavez: 
FareStart, Thurs Feb 23, 5:30-8 pm, $29.95 
Hama Hama Oyster Pop-Up: Holy Moun- 
tain Brewing, Thurs Feb 23, 6-9 pm 
The Masonry and KEXP's Farmhouse 
Fest: KEXP, Sat Feb 25, 12-4 pm, $120 
#SeattleBurgerMonth: Will You Sur- 
vive?: Lil Woody's, through Feb 27 
Oyster Shucking Class with Tequila and 
Mezcal Pairing: Westward, Tues Feb 28, 

6-7 pm, $45 


FILM 


Captain Fantastic 


DON'T MISS 


Raising the perfect family is 
tough, but Ben (Oscar-nominated Viggo 
Mortensen) in Captain Fantastic seems 
to have it figured out. In an idyllic Wash- 
ington forest — filmed south of Seattle, at 
the foot of Mount Rainier — he raises his 
children on the land. They live sustainably 
and hunt, garden, and forage for survival. 
The kids undergo rigorous physical "train- 
ing" and have the stamina of endurance 
athletes. They read constantly for pleasure 
and education, play a number of instru- 
ments, and speak more than six languages. 
Each member of the family engages in 
philosophical and political debates. They 
have surpassed the imagined goal of every 
liberal Seattle household and successfully 
achieved perfection in environmentalism, 
freedom, and intellectual development. 

On the other hand, they're a bunch of ass- 
holes. (Scarecrow Video, Sun Feb 26, 7 pm, 
free) JULIA RABAN 


We also recommend... 

2017 Oscar Nominated Shorts: SIFF Cin- 
ema Uptown & Guild 45th 
20th Century Women: Guild 45th 
Bitter Harvest: Various locations, opens Fri 
Feb 24 

Cash on Demand: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, 

Wed Feb 22,7 pm, $15 

Chris Marker Group: Arabian Nights Part 

2: Scarecrow Video, Mon Feb 27, 7 pm, free 
Fire at Sea: Grand Illusion 
Get Out: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, opens Fri 
Feb 24 

Hidden Figures: Various locations 

I Am Not Your Negro: Various locations 

La La Land: Various locations 

Lion: Sundance Cinemas 

Moonlight: Sundance Cinemas 

Oscar Best Picture Marathon: Cinerama, 

through Feb 25 

Seattle Asian American Film Festival: 

Northwest Film Forum, Feb 23-26, $11/$75 
Toni Erdmann: SIFF Cinema Uptown 
Victoria: SIFF Cinema Egyptian, Wed Feb 
22, 9 pm, $15 

Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


QUEER 


Puppy Pajama 
Party 


DON'T MISS 


The greatest innovation of 
2017 is the blending of pups and pajamas for 
a cozy night of snuggles and shots. Hosted by 
Caressa (Northwest Handler 2017) and Skuff 
Pup (Northwest Puppy 2017 and Interna- 
tional Puppy of the Year 201 6), you're invited 
to strip down to whatever you wear to bed — 
and if you sleep nude, you'll just have to get 
creative about covering anything that'll get 
you arrested in public. Bootblacks, a coat 
check, and Jell-0 shots will be on hand, free- 
ing you to mosh and pant and generally fog 
the windows. (CC Att I e's, Fri Feb 24, 9 pm, no 
cover) MATT BAUME 


We also recommend... 

Bad Blood? A Conversation About the 
FDA Ban on Gay Blood: Gay City, Thurs 
Feb 23, 6-8 pm, free 

Radical Faeries Energized: Pipsqueak Gal- 
lery, Sat Feb 25, 1-5 pm, free 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 


Complete listings at strangerthingstodo.com 



241 S. I. under Si, Seattle, WA 98134 | www.PdcGali.cam 
Mall: 206.292.3999 | Auction: 206.441.9990 | frontdcsk@pacgal.com 
Free Parking | Steps from SOPO Light Rail 


Pacific Galleries Antique Mall 

Explore spaces curated by over 200 heal dealers, 
ortedng everything from antiques to industrial, 
mid- century and vintage furniture, art, and decor. 
Opeci every day from 10am - 6pm. 


Pacific Galleries Auction House 

Join ns for our monthly auetlorLs! Accepting 
consignments of imii.L|ue\ fine art and morc- 
Drap-ins welcome* appointments preferred. 
Open Tuesday through Saturday, 9am - 5pm. 


CENTURY 


TURNS 



JOIN US FOR A MONTH-LONG 
CELEBRATION OF CENTURY! 
LIVE MUSIC, PERFORMANCES, 
DINNERS, AND MUCH MORE. 


DETAILS b TICKETS ONLINE! 


SPOTLIGHT ON... 



LIVE BACHATA WITH 

JOAN SORIANO 

THURSDAY, FEB 23 

Join El Duque de la Bachata for 
a sensual night of Bachata! 



LIVE SALSA WITH 

SPANISH HARLEM 
ORCHESTRA 

SATURDAY, FEB 25 



LIVE SWING WITH 

GEORGE GEE 
SWING ORCHESTRA 

SUNDAY, FEB 26 


CENTURY BALLROOM 

DINE & DANCE 


915 E PINE ST 
CAPITOL HILL 

WWW.CENTURYBALLROOM.COM 

206.324.7263 



CALLING GLENN 


‘Choreography’s It girl.” 

- LA Times 


TICKETS ON SALE NOW » 

VELOCITYDANCECENTER.ORG / 206,325.8773 
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1932 2ND AVE • SEATTLE , WA • 7:30PM SHOW • ALL AGES 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000 
TICKETS ALSO AT PARAMOUNT THEATER BOX OFFICE 


NOSLEEP PODCAST 

MARCH 12 CROCODILE CAFE 


SOCIAL DISTORTION 

MARCH 22 THE SHOWBOX 


STURGILL SIMPSON 

SATURDAY SEPT 30 MARYMOORE PARK 
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MAY 10 MOORE THEATRE 

1932 2ND AVE • SEATTLE , WA • 7:30PM SHOW • ALL AGES 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER • CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000 
TICKETS ALSO AT PARAMOUNT THEATER BOX OFFICE 


ticketmaster 


LAITHAL- 


MARCH 30 
TRACTOR 
TAVERN 

5213 BALLARD AVE NW ■ SEATTLE, WA 
7:30PM SHOW - 21 & OVER 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000 

tkketmatter 


DREW HOLCOMB 


atdtheN 


$ ^4 ~ _ & 
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14 


& STEPHEN KELLOGG 
FRIDAY MAY 5 
NEPTUNE THEATER 

1303 NE 45TH ST • SEATTLE , WA • 7:30PM SHOW • ALL AGES 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000 
TICKETS ALSO AT PARAMOUNT THEATER BOX OFFICE 

ticketmaster 


MORGAN JAMES 

RECKLESS ABANDON TOUR 

5 h)\ # 

JUNE IS TRIPLE DOOR f \ *\ V* 

216 UNION STREET - SEATTLE. WA * ■ ' > 


JUNE IS TRIPLE DOOR 

216 UNION STREET • SEATTLE, WA 
7:30PM SHOW -ALL AGES 
TICKETS ONLINE AT THETRIPLEDOOR.NET 
CHARGE BY PHONE 206-838-4333 
TICKETS ALSO AT THE TRIPLE DOOR BOX OFFICE 


JOSH 

ABBOTT, 

BAND 


t y 

A* . 


& WILLIAM CLARK GREEN 

MARCH 15 CROCODILE CAFE 

2200 2ND AVENUE • SEATTLE, WA • 9:00PM SHOW • 21 AND OVER 
TICKETS ONLINE AT TICKETFLY.COM • CHARGE BY PHONE 877.4.FLY.TIX 




& HA HA TONKA 

MARCH 21 NEUMO'S 


925 EAST PIKE STREET • SEATTLE, WA 
7:30PM SHOW • 21 AND OVER 
TICKETS ONLINE AT ETIX • CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-514-3849 
TICKETS ALSO IN PERSON AT MOE BAR 


10:00AM 


APRIL 11 

MOORE THEATRE 


ticketmaster 


I B RIO 

fE TOUR 


MAY 17 
NORDSTROM 
RECITAL HALL 

200 UNIVERSITY DR • SEATTLE, WA 
8:00PM SHOW -ALL AGES 
TICKETS ONLINE AT 
WWW.BENAROYAHALL.ORG 
CHARGE BY PHONE 206-215-4747 
TICKETS ALSO AT BENAROYA HALL 
BOX OFFICE 




FRIDAY JUNE 16 
TRACTOR TAVERN 

5213 BALLARD AVE NW • SEATTLE, WA 
EARLY 7:00PM SHOW • LATE 11:00PM SHOW 
BOTH SHOWS 21 & OVER 
TICKETS AT TICKETMASTER 
CHARGE BY PHONE 1-800-745-3000 

ticketmaster 
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WEDNESDAY 2/22 


Los Lobos, Future Stuff 

(Triple Door, all ages, Feb 22-25) To most 
punters. East LA giants Los Lobos are best 
remembered for their 1980s Top 40 version of 
Ritchie Valens's "La Bamba," but, y'all, they 
were playing well before that hit and have 
continued on since with a brilliant catalog of 
cool, sunshiny SoCal mix of rock, soul, and Te- 
jano jams. As I've written in this space, "Loving 
Los Lobos has never been a stretch, as they've 
proved to have remarkably consistent top- 
class songwriting skills," thus this Triple Door 
residency should prove to be nothing less than 
total greatness. Duo Future Stuff are set to 
open for them — they do a contemporary take 
on the last decade's popular singer-songwriter 
folk styles, but Future Stuff provide a little 
more of a kick. MIKE NIPPER 

Overkill, Nile, Kill Closet, Salem Knights 

(El Corazon, all ages) Slayer, Metallica, Mega- 
deth, and Anthrax are universally known as 
thrash metal's "Big Four." No debate. The real 
question is, if there were a fifth spot, who 
would occupy it? Some say Testament, others 
Exodus. My vote goes to Overkill. Character- 
ized by vocalist Bobby "Blitz" Ellsworth's 
over-the-top wail, these NYC metalheads 
have been at it since 1980. Their new album. 
The Grinding Wheel, is a 10-track middle 
finger to anyone who claims thrash is dead. 
Make sure you show up early enough to 
watch their tourmates Nile, one of death 
metal's sickest bands today. KEVIN DIERS 

John Scofield 

(Jazz Alley, all ages) Venerable jazz-rock guitar- 
ist/composer John Scofield is one of those 
musicians who put me at instant ease. His play- 
ing is liquid and adept but free of heavy frills, 
his tone is warm and comforting, and his style 
is laid-back while still feeling dynamic. He's also 
prolific as hell; since the late 1970s, Scofield 
has released nearly 50 albums as band leader 
and head collaborator (1998's A Go Go with 
Medeski Martin & Wood is a particular fave), 
and he's appeared on a mess of others — includ- 
ing Miles Davis — as sideman. This is the second 
of a two-night stand in Seattle behind 201 6's 
Country for Old Men (which won two Grammy 
Awards), and he's backed by Vicente Archer 
(bass), Larry Goldings (organ/piano), and Bill 
Stewart (drums). LEILANI POLK 


THURSDAY 2/23 


Chicano Batman, 79.5, Sad Girl 

(Crocodile, all ages) Like a cuddlier, more 
radio-friendly Budos Band, LA's Chicano 
Batman hybridize Latin soul, funk, and faint 
hints of psychedelia. They specialize in feel- 
good music that classily uplifts while flirting 
with schmaltziness. The band's new album, 
Freedom Is Free, offers a showcase for vocalist 
Bardo Martinez's Mayer Hawthorne-esque 
falsetto and suave loverman vibes to shine. 
Don't be surprised to hear Chicano Batman's 
amiable songs appearing in Wes Anderson or 
Jim Jarmusch films in the near future, when 
they need to soundtrack a sense of hard-won 
pleasure and sweet romance. DAVE SEGAL 

Dude York, Lisa Prank, Mommy Long Legs 

(Chop Suey, all ages) Dude York (who celebrate 
the release of their new Hardly Art album. Sin- 
cerely, tonight): a doll and two dudes playing 



JOSUE RIVAS 


what would be orchestral pop if they had a 
bigger budget, but it sounds just ricky-tick with 
a shitload of echo instead — hyperactive drum- 
ming, annoying (in a charming manner) male 
vocals, edgy female vocals, 1980s power-pop 
tightness. Mommy Long Legs: four females 
and a clown with a beard (I'm wondering what 
the clown plays) who like to sing about things 
they disdain and shoving things up assholes, 
who obviously like old horror movies, which is 
a good thing. Lisa Prank: more polished than 
either of the others, plenty of girl-group slow- 
burning sass, guitar snarl, traces of Cub and 
Josie Cotton. ANDREW HAMLIN 


FRIDAY 2/24 


Meatbodies, FEED 

(Barboza) Chad Ubovich, the driving force 
behind LA quartet Meatbodies, plays guitar 
in Mikal Cronin's band and bass in Ty Segall's 
Fuzz. His output doesn't mark a break from his 
associates', except he coats his revved-up rock 
in glitter, from spaced-out vocals to floor-shak- 
ing bass. On sophomore release Alice, he pays 
tribute to horror-movie monsters and women 
who may or may not exist (the title character 
is a "master of the animals"). Throughout the 
album, guitar effects suggest sparks flying 
through the air and rockets hurtling past the 
stars. At its worst, it's cartoonish; at its best, 
that's precisely the point, as Ubovich takes 
cues from larger-than-life glam rockers like 
Marc Bolan and Alice Cooper. If any musician 
deserves a comic-book adventure series, it's 
Ubovich. KATHY FENNESSY 

Juliana Huxtable, Gaika, Yves Tumor, 
Nordra/Tengu Yawn, Howin, CCL 

(Kremwerk) English producer/vocalist Gaika 
gained my attention after he appeared on the 
cover of prestigious UK music mag the Wire 
last summer. His 2016 album Security sounds 
like an updating of the stark inner-city dread 
that inhabits Tricky and Dizzee Rascal's best 
work. Elements of grime, dub, R&B, and dance- 
hall commingle in Gaika's pressure-cooker 
studio environment. It's heavy and emotionally 


nuanced beat science laced with lyrics touching 
on "zoned out hedonism, nocturnal mischief- 
making, and hot political rage," as Wire scribe 
Rory Gibb noted in that cover story. Juliana 
Huxtable straddles the art, fashion, and dance- 
club worlds with queer-WOC radicalness. Her 
eventful 2016 Boiler Room DJ set includes cuts 
by Rabit, Area, Death Grips, Trina, Rainbow 
Arabia, and remixes of Hole's "Celebrity Skin" 
and the Beatles' "Tomorrow Never Knows." 
Enigmatic, Italy-based producer Yves Tumor 
records for the unimpeachable PAN label and 
specializes in pantheistic, avant-electro weird- 
ness. DAVE SEGAL 

Weyes Blood, Fatal Jamz 

(Sunset) After what was surely a powerful 
and deeply personal performance from Angel 
Olsen last week (I couldn't go, too busy crying 
[not kidding]), can Seattle handle, emotion- 
ally, the gorgeous grievances of yet another 
touring ghostly alto? Of course it can. We're 
only five months into our nine-month SAD 
cycle, and there's no way we're going to get 
through even next week without the cathar- 
tic, maudlin vox of Natalie Mering (aka Weyes 
Blood). Like a sky full of huge cotton-ball 
clouds, the songs in her latest record, Front 
Row Seat to Earth, are towering monuments 
to insecurity. This power/fragility paradox 
musically plays out in one of the best tracks, 
"Used to Be," a piano-driven moperthat 
opens up into a big ballad about a lover clos- 
ing themselves off: "It's getting hard to get 
along with your new/love song so soon, can 
it really be true?" Live, look for these songs 
to bloom wildly like the fields in the 1960s 
pastoral-folk records they recall. RICH SMITH 

Electric Guest, Nine Pound Shadow 

(Crocodile, all ages) The tinkling keys, 
shimmying beats, and creamy falsetto of ear- 
wormy "This Head I Hold" put Electric Guest 
on the map. Danger Mouse at the produc- 
tion helm of said track and the rest of 2012 
debut Mondo gave them instant indie street 
cred, and the album itself proved a fine fu- 
sion of funky Motown and R&B with boppin' 


synth-pop and easy-strutting Cali psychedelia. 
The LA band — composed of Asa Taccone 
and Matthew Compton, who are joined by 
auxiliary players when touring — is on the 
road again after a break, and they have a 
new single out (the vaguely retro echo-hazy 
"Back for Me"), arriving in Seattle fresh off 
releasing Plural, the sophomore album that 
spawned it. LEILANI POLK 

Brenda Xu, Tomo Nakayama, 
Shenandoah Davis 

(Fremont Abbey, all ages) Brenda Xu pres- 
ents her new album. Overflow, at this show. 
She's folky, impeccable, bringing in strings a 
la Nick Drake, a rich and sinister ambience 
throughout. Tomo Nakayama is one of Seattle's 
best-kept secrets, although it might help if 
he made more albums under his own name! 

I discovered him right after 9/1 1 and felt such 
a relief that folks were writing such perfect 
pop songs — some guitar-driven, others on key- 
board — about snow, rain, snowmen, darkness, 
regret, and fragility. Shenandoah Davis blends 
her classical influences with tart vocals and 
pointed lyrics to manifest a spritely chamber 
pop. ANDREW HAMLIN 


SATURDAY 2/25 


Desert Daze Tour: Temples, Night 
Beats, Deap Vally, Froth, JJUUJJUU 

(Neumos) Desert Daze presents a handy micro 
survey of twenty-teens psych rock. All five acts 
here are solid practitioners of the venerable 
art, if not particularly mind-blowing or form- 
dissolving. Instead, Temples (England), Night 
Beats (Seattle), Deap Vally, Froth, and JJUUJJUU 
(the last three hail from LA) operate within 
well-established parameters that privilege 
songcraft and indulge in judicious use of ef- 
fects pedals, with sporadic forays into more 
expansive freak-outs when the drugs kick in. 
This is the sound that Tame Impalas have taken 
to the bank, albeit without the big-budget pro- 
duction of that Australian group. As someone 
who's spent decades listening to psych rock, I 

Continued ► 
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1426 FIRST AVENUE^^fl 

THE CADILLAC 
THREE 

with THE QUAKER CITY 

NIGHT HAWKS 


MARCH 10 1 8:30PM 

KEXP, SHOWBOX, & 

MIKE THRASHER PRESENT 

LUCERO 

with ESME PATTERSON 


FEBRUARY 23 1 8:30PM 

MARCH 11 1 8:00PM 

SUPER DIAMOND 

with THE DUDLEY MANLOVE 
QUARTET 

BIG WILD 

FEBRUARY 25 1 9:00PM 

MARCH 18 1 9:00PM 

MARCHFOURTH 
* PIMPS OF 
JOYTIME 

GREENSKY 

BLUEGRASS 

with CRIS JACOBS 

MARCH 2 1 9:00PM 

MARCH 30 1 8:00PM 

EMERALD CITY COMICON PRESENTS 

THE PDWER-UP PARTY 

with SAVED BY THE 90'S + MC 
CHRIS + DJ ELLIOT 

DESIGNER 

MARCH 3 | 7:00PM 

APRIL 2 1 8:00PM 

LETTUCE 

with THE RUSS LIQUID TEST 

MICHAEL 

KIWANUKA 

with CLOVES 

MARCH 9 1 9:00PM 

MAY 22 1 8:00PM 


SHOWBOX SODO 

1700 FIRST AVENUE SOUTH 


THE LIFE AQUATIC TOUR 

VINCE STAPLES 

with KILO KISH 

KNITTING FACTORY & SHOWBOX PRESENT- 

TECH NONE 

with BROTHA LYNCH HUNG + KRIZZ KALIKO 
+ STEVIE STONE + CES CRU 

FEBRUARY 27 1 9:00PM 

APRIL 1 1 8:30PM 

HIPPIE 

SABOTAGE 

THURSDAY 

with BASEMENT + TOUCHE AMORE 
+ CITIES AVIV 

MARCH 4 1 9:00PM 

APRIL 15 1 8:00PM 

THE PROPHECY TOUR 

TCHAMI 

with MERCER 

KEXP & SHOWBOX PRESENT 

BANKS 

MARCH 18 1 9:00PM 

APRIL 18 1 8:00PM 


Get tickets at flYC, 

OR CALL 888-929-7849 ^’* / \*^* 


com 



/ \ Nectar Lounge 

UP & COMING 

( NEETflR 1 412 N 36th St 

EVERY MONDAY: MOJAM 

V 206.632.2020 

3.4 

CLINTON FEARON 


3.9 

SUPERMOTHER 

www.nectarlounge.com 

3.10 

DIRTWIRE 

* 

3.12 

EMINENCE ENSEMBLE 


3.16-17 ALO (2 NIGHTS!) 

2.22 Wednesday (Folk/Americana) 

3.18 

POLECAT 

FAR OUT WEST, PEPPER PROUD 

3.23 

TROUT STEAK REVIVAL 

& FRIENDS, HONEY MUSTARD 

3.24 

SAMMY J 

2.23 Thursday (Reggae) 

3.25 

PRINCE&MJ 

THE GLADIATORS 

3.29 

THE WERKS 

FT. DROOP LION 

3.30 

DUMPSTAPHUNK 

Special Surprise Guest, 

3.31 

BLOCKHEAD 

Georgetown Orbits, Irie Lights 


+ THE HOOD INTERNET 

2.24 Friday (Americana) 

4.1 

MOON HOOCH 

SCOTT LAW & ROSS JAMES' 

4.2 

ROBERT RANDOLPH 

COSMIC TWANG 


& THE FAMILY BAND 

+ DEAD WINTER CARPENTERS 

4.5 

OG MACO 

Folkinception 


& YOUNG GREATNESS 

2.25 Saturday (Latin) 

4.7 

THE JUAN MACLEAN 

MARIACHI FLOR DE 

4.9 

LIL DEBBIE 

TOLOACHE+CUMBIEROS 

DJ Chilly (KEXP) 

4.11 

THE DEER 


4.13 

JENNY & THE MEXICATS 

2.26 Sunday (Reggae) 

JON WAYNE 

4.14 

JAZZ IS PHISH 

AND THE PAIN 

4.15 

MINNESOTA 

Perfect By Tomorrow, Mr. Feelgood 

4.19 

BILAL 

and the Firm Believers 

4.20 

DEAD PREZ 

2.28 Tuesday (Funk) 

4.21 

ANTIBALAS 

POLYRHYTHMICS 

4.22 

LAS CAFETERAS 

Cecil Moses & the SGs, DJ Abe Beeson 

4.29 

HOT BUTTERED RUM 

(KNKX) 

5.3 

VIEUX FARKA TOURE 

3.1 Wednesday (Jazz Rock) 

5.5 

MOON HOOCH 

MARBIN 

5.12 

TRL TOTAL REQUEST LIVE 

Hot Damn Scandal 

5.20 

MARK FARINA- 

3.3 Friday (Funk) 


MUSHROOM JAZZ 

ELDRIDGE GRAVY 

5.25 

"A GALAXY FAR, FAR 

& THE COURT SUPREME 


AWAY...THE CONCERT" 

Brass Monkeys-Beastie Boys Tribute 

5.27 

PIGS ON THE WING 


UPCOMING EVENTS 

EVERY 1ST AND 3RD MONDAY 

The Royal Room Collective Music Ensemble 

2.24 THE GREAT ROYAL ROOM 

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION: 

The Meter Maids and Friends 

2.26 ODD BABES PRESENT: 

Aparna Nancherla with 
Feature Monisa Brown 

2.27 Nick Finzer // Phil Parisot 

•MDTEL7 

2.28 THE GREAT ROYAL ROOM 

MARDI GRAS CELEBRATION: Fat Tuesday 

3 . 1 6 3.2 Tigran Hamasyan 

3.2 From Cuba to Brazil with Carlos Cascante 
& Adriana Giordano Quinteto 

3.3 Electric Circus 

3.11 MKB ULTRA 
featuring Jack Endino 

3.12 WAYNE HORVITZ AND MOTEL 7 
featuring Skerik and Matt Cameron 

3.14 Sammy Miller and The Congregation 

3.15 PIANO STARTS HERE: 

Randy Weston / Abdullah Ibrahim 



SHOWBOXPRESENTS.COM 
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THINGS TO 00 MUSIC 

wish these younger bands would slither their 
way out of the threadbare paisley shirts their 
forebears wore. But for all their obeisance 
to tradition, they do execute the moves with 
panache. DAVE SEGAL 

International Guitar Night: Debashish 
Bhattacharya, Lulo Reinhardt, Luca 
Stricagnoli, Chrystian Dozza 

(Kent Meridian Performing Arts Center, all 
ages) Besides having one of the coolest names 
in all of music, India's Debashish Bhattacharya 
is a master of the Hindustani slide guitar and, 
no disrespect to the other players on this bill, 
he's the real reason I'm excited about this 
show. Upon hearing his 2008 album Calcutta 
Chronicles: Indian Slide-Guitar Odyssey, I 
became enthralled with this sorcerer of some 
of the most blissful and beautiful tones in 
which my cynical ears had ever been bathed. 
Perhaps one key to Bhattacharya's exquisite 
tapestries rests in his self-invented, hollow- 
neck instruments: the 24-string chaturangui, 
the 14-string gandharvi, and the four-string 
lap-steel ukulele. Whatever the case, Bhat- 
tacharya's unbelievably delicate and graceful 
calligraphy and angelic cries on his axes 
should make for a blessed escape from your 
earthly concerns. DAVE SEGAL 


SUNDAY 2/26 


Miya Folick 

(Timbre Room) Los Angeles artist Miya Folick 
has an eerily Arcadian sound that wouldn't be 
out of place at Lilith Fair 1997 — if Lilith Fair 
took place on the bridge of a pastel grid space 
station. Folick's music is tender and emotion- 
ally candid without being precious; each song 


SOMETHING 
IN THE TREES 


ALBUM RELEASE SHOW 



FRIDAY, MARCH 3 

HIGH DIVE 


MUSIC/9 PM-2 AM 


showcases a diamond-sharp vocal tone, and 
many harbor almost Heartless Bastards-adja- 
cent moments with throaty power vocals and 
heart-thumping atmosphere. Her booking 
at Timbre Room is well-placed, as the neon 
urban terrarium vibe of the venue will surely 
lend itself to her electrified pop sculptures. 
KIM SELLING 

Ampichino, Highway Tone, Ant Branch 
& Hella Maze, Young Dolce, SUPE, YSIC 

(88 Keys) Anthony "Ampichino" Hunt is Ak- 
ron, Ohio's most nationally visible rapper. Part 
of the reason he became so was via his run of 
collaborations with the Jacka, the brilliant Bay 
Area rapper, tragically murdered in 2015. Their 
underground-sensation Devilz Rejectz mixtape 
series is not just notable for containing some 
of "the Jack's" best work, but because it also 
showcased the a-alike chemistry between him 
and Ampichino, whose own unique voice and 
style have made him a standout. He's also a 
part of the Regime, an informal rap conglom- 
erate that draws membership from both the 
Bay Area and the Midwest — disparate regions 
that maintain a highly active connection via 
their overlapping scenes of hardcore, noncom- 
mercial gangsta rap, the stuff that remains, as 
the late great Mac Dre said, "Too Hard for the 
Fuckin' Radio." LARRY MIZELL JR. 


MONDAY 2/27 


Vince Staples, Kilo Kish 

(Showbox Sodo, all ages) Just because this 
show happens to fall on a Monday is no 
reason to miss out on seeing one of hiphop's 
most important and vital young voices. Los 
Angeles MC Vince Staples's early associations 
with Odd Future's most technically adept 


rapper, Earl Sweatshirt, spoke to his preternat- 
ural dexterity on the mic. But whereas Earl's 
complex lyrics can sometimes soften their 
impact. Staples does not mince words detail- 
ing the many horrors he witnessed coming of 
age among gang signs and major crimes — ex- 
periences he relays with a poetic sensibility 
that fans of Nas and Ghostface Killa alike will 
appreciate. After releasing the critically ac- 
claimed Summer '06 in 201 5, Staples followed 
that effort up last year with his Prima Donna 
EP, which pushed both his production and the 
urgency of his lyricism to uncharted areas. This 
is your chance to see a future legend — who 
has a new album expected later this year — at 
an early stage in his career. NICK ZURKO 

Mykki Blanco, Cakes Da Killa 

(Neumos, all ages) MCs have been spitting 
bars about the debauched, obscene, and 
erotic since the earliest days of the genre 
or, you know, maybe Akinyele if you're only 
into what's on the radio. In that tradition, 
Cakes Da Killa and Mykki Blanco revitalize the 
genre's sexual charge but twist it out of the 
hypermasculine, heteronormative mode in 
which so much of the mainstream still dwells. 
Cakes uses a salacious but no-nonsense narra- 
tive take on his life in the fast lane on songs 
like "New Phone (Who Dis)." Blanco is the 
more subdued, but perhaps more thoughtful, 
of the two; the multigender MC draws from 
diverse sources like riot grrrl and pure pop on 
her debut album, Mykki. JOSEPH SCHAFER 


TUESDAY 2/28 


Bash & Pop, the Yawpers, 
Waterloo Teeth 

(Chop Suey) How do you escape the 


prodigious legacy of the Replacements, one 
of the most glorious and iconic 1 980s Ameri- 
can rock groups to get stinkin' drunk to? Not 
even leader Paul Westerberg has managed 
that feat. So Bash & Pop's Tommy Stinson is 
forever condemned (or perhaps blessed) to 
wear his old band's mostly golden oeuvre like 
a rusty halo, even as he strives to make Bash 
& Pop its own distinctive thing. Their 1993 
album Friday Night Is Killing Me is blue-collar 
power pop and Faces-like rock that'll put 
grease stains on your blue jeans — yes, much 
like the Replacements did, but minus that 
Westerbergian melodic sophistication and 
lyrical wit. The new Anything Could Happen 
picks up where that one ended, as if 24 years 
haven't passed. Nothing fancy here; just some 
be-denim'd, skinny-white-boy songcraft to 
make the Rainier flow easier down your gul- 
let. DAVE SEGAL 

Mike Watt & the Missingmen, 

Toys That Kill 

(Crocodile) Mike Watt found his life's calling as 
a teenager when a kid fell on him from out of 
a tree. The kid turned out to be D. Boon, the 
guitarist for the Minutemen, with Watt beside 
him on bass. Watt wove together funk and 
Rush and politics and passion. The Minutemen 
played two-minute songs that changed gears 
every eight or nine seconds. After Boon's ter- 
rible death in 1985, Watt's subsequent bands 
did much the same, just a little less fren- 
ziedly. He played bass in the reunited Stooges, 
although Iggy Pop told him not to play so 
many notes. Watt has joined, jammed, and/ 
or feuded with everybody in so-called indie 
rock you could name. His new band? Well, 
he's back to a trio. But don't expect punk rock. 
Nothing so simple. ANDREW HAMLIN 





SEA MONSTER live music 

TUESDAYS w/ JOE DORIA 

Live B3 organ jazz funk 10pm, 
opening band 8pm $5 

WESTSOUND WEDNESDAYS 

Live rare soul 9:30pm $5 

AQUA SOUL THURSDAYS 

Live Soul Music 
Ladies in free 9:30pm $5 

FUNKY 2 DEATH FRIDAYS 

Live funk and soul revue w/ 
DJ ROC PHIZZLE at 9pm $10 

700 FUNK SATURDAYS 

Opening band 8pm $10 

SAT & SUN BRUNCH 10AM 

LIVE JAZZ 12-2, 21+ @ 10PM 


rr SCRATCH BAR FOOD and 
LA HAPPY HOUR 4-6 DAILY / J 

2202 N 45th St • Seattle 
206 992-1120 

seamonsterlounge.com 



GYPSY TEMPLE 


LIVE VIDEO SHOOT 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 25 


I ELECTRONIC MUSIC TAKEOVER 
BEAURiXX / VARGO / SAWYER JAMES 
WIIH MYSTERY OPENING GUESI 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 26 


RUNAWAY SYMPHONY 

CD RELEASE PARTY 


TUES, FEBRUARY 2fl - MARDf GRAS 


TEN MAN BRASS BAND 
BUTTE RFLEES OF DEATH 
HONK! ALL STARS 


FRI & SAT, MARCH 3 & 4 


| STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE 

I DISNEY AFTER DARK 


SUNDAY, MARCH 3 


EMPORIUM PRESENTS 

SHANE KOYCZAN 


IN THE BOURBON BAR 


EVERY TUES: TUESDAY NIGHT MUSIC CLUB 
evECYWED: ABSOLUTE KARAOKE 
EVERY THUftS: CRASH THE GLASS 
2/24 EVE BERRINGION 
2/26 SONGWRITERS IN SEATTLE 
3/5 MARINA CHRISTOPHER 


COMING UP 


3/10*3/11 STRIPPED SCREW BURLESQUE: 
DISNEY AFTER DARK 
3/1 B BUCK JOHNSON 
4/7 THE SECURITY PROJECT 
4/21 & 4/22 FERE AND TA5SLES: 
GAME OF THRONES BURLESQUE 
4/29 MONQUf PRESENTS: 
SONDRE LERCHE 
5/1 3 GO LDN WOLF 
5/19CATIE CURTIS 
5/26 ALL GAS NO BRAKES 


AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE EVENTS 
WWW.COLUMBIAClTYTHEATER.COM 



tractor 

TIMES LISTED ARE SHOW TIMES. 
DOORS OPEN 30-60 MINUTES BEFORE. 

- —iiiurt ■ime 


Wed 2/22 

SUSY SUN 

SOPHIA DUCCINI 
NATHAN REED 


8pm $ 1 2/$ 1 5 


Fri 2/24 

KEXP PRESENTS 

THE RURAL 

ALBERTA 

ADVANTAGE 


9PM $ 1 8/$20 


Sun 2/26 

THE SHOWBOX PRESENTS 

BANNERS 

TOR MILLER 


9pm $ 1 2/$ 1 5 


Tue 2/28 

THE CROCODILE PRESENTS 

SINKANE 

PHNK 


8PM $16 


\r 


Thu 2/23 

SO CAL INDIE FOLK 

THE SHOW PONIES 

LINDSTROM & THE LIMIT 
DREW MARTIN 

8pm $ 1 07$ 1 2 




^ O 



■ in f 2/25 TASH SULTANA 2/27 SQUARE 
U P & DANCE 3/1 THE SUN GIANTS 
rnu I Jr 3/2 ALT COUNTRY SHOWDOWN 

L U i . * i u 3/3 so TOTALLY 80’S 3/4 SHELBY EARL 


FOLLOW US ON FB, n 
TWITTER & INSTAGRAM 


L www.tractortavern.com . 
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THU 2/2 1 /// 9 :30pm Liyt 

AUDIOPHILE 

featuring: KevliV'KJ" Sawka, Nova TrOrt., 
Ari Joshua, and Kenl Halvursen0S5 

FRI 2/24 ///lOptn wtEnHw^Tt^iD 

1999 ; 90 s Throwback 

Featuring flrmn Lyons and Xan Lucero. 
WtthTfi nitron, David Lowe, 
and Julie Herrera/// ST 

SAT 2/25 tf/IOpm muh^ 

GRUNDED prDEonia Kris Sen Dalen 

(Open to Close) /// S 5 (HbnhK-inO 

SUN 2/26 m 1 0pm house hhc 

FLAMMABLE 

West Coast's longest running house night 
with Wesley Holmes and Brian Lyons $10 


FRI + SAT 2/24 + 2/25 /// 7pm 

IMPROVISED HIP HOPERA 

A high-energy, imp-rov comedy. Ireeslyle 
rap, and R+G to tall a hilarious tale Isatur- 
ing 3 herd'* ris*. rail, and rad&rt^tim iff 11 5 

MON 2/27 arm 

COLUDEOSCOPE Mta 

A pioturization or the beautiful & the unusual. 

C*rtefuBy oufwttcl video mayhem prowi to 

enhance leisure time end excite the senses. 

TUE 2f2&m 7pm 

SEATTLE POETRY SLAM 

Seattle's Longest Running Weekly Show! A 
competition oi performance peels, iff 7pm/ 
apm Sign ups / 0:30pm Open Mit $5 


www.rebarseattle.com 
m* Howell St- Seattle 





THU 2/23 6PM 

BORN OF OSIRIS 

VOLUMES 

OCEANS ATE ALASKA/ 

WITHIN THE RUINS / FIRES FROM THE GODS 


SUN 2/26 

ULI JON ROTH 

ZERO DOWN / THE PEOPLE NOW / 
CHILDREN OF SERAPH 


TUE 2/28 5:45PM 

COMBICHRIST / DOPE 

SEPTEMBER MOURNING/ 
DAVEY SUICIDE / 1 AM INFAMY 


WED 3/1 6PM 

MAX & IGGOR CAVALER 
RETURN TO ROOTS TOUR 

W/ IMMOLATION/ FULL OF HELL 


THU 3/2 6:30PM 

OTEP 

THE CONVALESCENCE / ONE DAY WAITING / 
PREY THE HUNTER / WHYTHRE THURSDAY 


SUN 3/5 5:30PM 

DEVIL DRIVER "BOUND BY 
THE ROAD" TOUR 

DEATH ANGEL / THE AGONIST / AZREAL 


DARKEST HOUR ARCH 
GOAT HAVOK/WARBRINGER ARCHITECTS 
SECOND COMING CHELSEA GRIN / ICE 
NINE KILLS DESPISED ICON / CARNIFEX 
ANDRENICKATINA KATONIA I SEE STARS 



7:00PM DOORS 
ALL AGES 
BAR W/PROPER ID, 


MLL MOC.3 I 

BAR W/PROPER ID/J 


10:00AM 

tfcMt- 

877.4. FLY.T IX 


10:00AM 

877.4.FLY.TIX 


ALL Alitb 

L BAR W/PROPER ID 


877.4.FLY.TIX 


COMING G. LOVE AND SPECIAL SAUCE (TWO NIGHTS!) • THE EXPENDABLES www.mikethras&resents.com 
SOON: THE MAINE • KILLSWITCH ENGAGE / ANTHRAX • AS IT IS F0R com plete y details and info on how to 


FOR A FULL SCHEDULE VISIT WWW.MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS.COM 

FOLLOW US ONLINE AT: FACEBOOK.COM/MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS 
TWITTER.COM/MIKETHRASHERPDX • INSTAGRAM: @MIKETHRASHERPRESENTS 


MIKE THRASHER 

_ PRESENTS 


ROGER GLYNE 

* AND THE * 

PEACEMAKERS 


WED 


WAGE WAR 
ASSUMING WE SURVIVE 
& VILLAIN OF THE 
STORY 


MAR 


WED 

MAR £9 


A TRIBUTE TO SUBLIME 


PERFECT BY 
TOMORROW 
& IT GETS 
WORSE 


THIN TO DM I 


The Best of the Rest of the Shows This Week 

strangerthingstodo.com ^@SEAshows 
★ = Recommended ©= All Ages 


WED 2/22 


BARBOZA Chad Valley 
& Computer Magic with 
Guests, 8 pm, $12 
CENTRAL SALOON Hybrid 
Jesus, New Method Blasters, 
Guests, 8 pm, $5/$8 
CHOP SUEY Moon Dial, 
Cloud Person, The Blue 
Tracks, The Western Red 
Penguins, 8 pm, $8 
crocodile Rubblebucket, 
Candance, Thick Business, 

8 pm, $3/$10 
HIGH DIVE The Daisy 
Strains, Spirit in the Room, 
The Great Sadness, Danger 
Bird, 8 pm, $6/$8 
HIGHWAY 99 Black Clouds 
Blues, 8 pm, $7 
HOTEL ALBATROSS An 
Intimate Evening with Tayla 
Lynn In Tribute to Loretta 
Lynn, 7-10 pm, $10 
MOORE THEATRE Alter 
Bridge, NONPOINT, 

Andrew Boss, 7:30 pm, 
$29.50/$32.50 
NECTAR Far Out West, 
Pepper Proud & Friends, 
Honey Mustard, 8 pm, 

$7/$ 1 0 

★ PONY Bloodlust with 
Golden Gardens, 9 pm, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Forms: 
Barclay Crenshaw, 9 pm, 

$17 

SUNSET TAVERN Parsonfield 
with Evan Egerer, 8 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN Susy 
Sun, Sophia Duccini, Nathan 
Reed, 8 pm, $12 

PfW 

© PONCHO CONCERT 
HALL Aaron Parks Trio, 

8-10 pm, $10 $ 18 

EH 

BASTILLE CAFE BAR Le 

Verlan with DJ Paces Lift, 
8-11 pm, free 

KREMWERKThe Return of 
Family Night, 10 pm, free 

★ LOVECITYLOVE 
LOVECITYLOVE X 
WEDNESDAYS, 8-11 pm, 
$5/$10 

NEIGHBOURS The Supreme 
Motown Sound, 9 pm 
REVOLVER BAR Maximum 
Rock & Roll, 9 pm, free 
SOLE REPAIR SHOP 
Daybreaker: Heart & Sole, 
6-9 am, $15-$30 
THERAPY LOUNGE Get 
Down! Soul Wednesdays, 

8 pm-2 am, free 


THURS 2/23 


BARBOZA Black Giraffe, 
Tobias The Owl, Colorworks, 
8 pm, $8 

© CHAPEL PERFORMANCE 
SPACE Lori Goldston, 8 
pm, $15 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Crash The Glass, 8 pm, free 
CONOR BYRNE The Drifter 
Luke, Canals of Venice, 
Guests, 8-1 1 pm 
THE FUNHOUSE Soaked 
with Goldbloom, 8 pm, 

$ 1 0/$ 1 2 

HIGH DIVE Marmalade, 

8 pm, $6 

HIGHWAY 99 Patti Allen 
and Monster Road, 8 pm, $7 
★ © HYATT REGENCY 
BELLEVUE Wintergrass 
Music Festival 2017, $38- 
$145 

LO-FI Palmistry, 8 pm, $10 
NECTAR The Gladiators, 
Georgetown ORbits, Irie 


Lights, 8 pm, $15/$20 
THE RHINO ROOM The NW 
Immigrant Rights Benefit, 
7-11 pm, $8 

RUMBA NOTES LOUNGE 

Sistas Rock The Arts Open 
Mic, 9 pm-2 am, $5 
© SEATTLE AQUARIUM 
Ray Troll and the Ratfish 
Wranglers with Amish 
Robots, 8 pm, $13/$20 
© THE SHOWBOX Lucero, 
8:30 pm, $20/$25 
© STUDIO SEVEN Born Of 
Osiris, Volumes, Oceans Ate 
Alaska, Within The Ruins, 
Fire From The Gods, 7 pm, 
$20/$23 

SUBSTATION Ashen Pyre, 
Isenordal, Serpent's Chalice, 

8 pm 

★ SUNSET TAVERN Sound 
Cipher with Nordra, 9 
pm, $12 

TIM’S TAVERN Country 
Dave and the Pickin' Crew, 

9 pm 

TIMBRE ROOM The Social 
Animals with The Foghorns, 

7 pm, $12 

TRACTOR TAVERN The 

Show Ponies, Lindstrom and 
The Limit, Drew Martin, 8 
pm, $10 

© TULA’S Alex Dugdale 
Birthday Celebration, 

7:30 pm, $15 
© VERA PROJECT 
ZAHARA, Forrest Reed, 

7:30 pm, $6/$8 

1 

★ BARCA Jazz at Barca, 9 
pm-midnight, free 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Bobby 
Caldwell, 7:30 pm, $35.50 

EH 

GRIM’S Special Blends, 

8 pm, free 

★ HAVANA Sophisticated 
Mama, free 
HIGHLINEAn Evening 
of Domination with DJs 
Witchell Smell and Bella 
Lugosi's Dad, 9-1 1 pm, free 
KREMWERK Vital Liquido 
Fundraiser: Jake Muir, 
Eugene Fauntleroy, Jessica 
Duran, Nick Carroll, 8 pm, 
$7-$1 5 

Q NIGHTCLUB Studio 4/4: 
Sasha, 9 pm-2 am, $15-$20 


CLASSICAL 


© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM Paco Diez 
and Students, 7:30 pm, free 
© PONCHO CONCERT 
HALL Peter Evans, 8 pm, 
$ 10-$20 

© UW MEANY THEATRE 

Faculty Recital: Craig 
Sheppard, 7:30 pm, $20 


FRI 2/24 


BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Vicious Petals, Blackheart 
Honeymoon, 9 pm, $6 
CENTRAL SALOON Wiscon, 
Freeway Park, Dumb 
Thumbs, 8 pm, $5/$8 
CHOP SUEY Cataldo, Young 
in the City, SGF, 8 pm, $10 
DARRELL’S TAVERN Lord 
Master, The OF, 9 pm-2 am 
FRED WILDLIFE REFUGE 
The Crop, 8 pm-2 am, $10+ 
THE FUNHOUSE Success, 
Kids On Fire, Foxhole 
Norman, Date Night With 
Brian, 9 pm, $6/$8 
HIGH DIVE Rishloo, This 
Patch of Sky, Compass & 
Knife, 8 pm, $8/$12 
HIGHLINE Genocide Skin, 
LB!, Nosretep, Thaw, 

9 pm, $8 


HIGHWAY 99 The Forty 
Fours, 8 pm, $18 

★ © HYATT REGENCY 
BELLEVUE Wintergrass 
Music Festival 2017, $38- 
$145 

LO-FI Pacific Dub with 
Tunnel Vision, 8 pm, $10 
© MUSEUM OF POP 
CULTURE Sound Off! 
Semifinals #3, 8 pm, $ 1 0/$ 1 4 
NECTAR Scott Law & Ross 
James' Cosmic Twang with 
Dead Winter Carpenters 
and Folkinception, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 6 

© NEUMOS Hippo Campus 
with Magic City Hippies, 

8 pm, $15 

RENDEZVOUS The Love 
Markets, 7 pm, $10; Veio, 
Red Rouletta, Noctium, 9:45 
pm, $8 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Great Royal Room Mardi 
Gras Celebration, 7:30 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

SEAMONSTER Funky 2 
Death: Guests, 10 pm, $7 
© SHOWBOX SODO William 
Singe & Alex Aiono, 8 pm, 
$25/$30 

★ © THE SHOWBOX 

Dawes, 7 pm, $25/$28 
SKYLARK CAFE & CLUB 
Alki Jones, 9 pm, $7 
SUBSTATION Boys Club, 

The Disco Cowboys, Graig 
Markel, 8 pm, free 
TIM’S TAVERN Little 
Fixtures, Fast and Friendly, 
Nick Droz and the Lost 
Cause, 8-1 1 pm, $5 
TIMBRE ROOM Marcus 
Price, Cruel Diagonals, 
L-System & Sorcha Faal, 

7-10 pm, $8 
TRACTOR TAVERN The 
Rural Alberta Advantage 
with Guests, 9 pm, $18 
© VERA PROJECT Yonas, 
7:30 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 

i 1X+A 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Bobby 
Caldwell, $35.50 

© KERRY HALL Craig 
Taborn Quartet, 8-10 pm, 
$10-$ 18 

LATONA PUB Phil Sparks 
Trio, 5 pm, free 

EH 

★ BALTIC ROOM Juicy: 

'90s & 2000s Old School 
Throwbacks, $10 

★ THE EAGLE Bareback 
Dance Party: DJ Rob Winter, 

9 pm-2 am, free/$5/$8 
HAVANA Viva Havana, 

9 pm, $11 

★ KREMWERK Juliana 
Huxtable, Gaika, Yves 
Tumor, Nordra/Tengu Yawn, 
Howin, CCL, 8 pm, $12/$15 
NACHO BORRACHO Weird 
Room: Phaedrusand Kristen 
Dalen, 9 pm-2 am, free 
NEIGHBOURS Absolut 
Fridays, 9 pm 
NORTHWEST AFRICAN 
AMERICAN MUSEUM Funky 
Congregation: 90's Edition, 

8 pm-midnight, $10/$15/$20 
Q NIGHTCLUB CODA: 008, 

10 pm-2 am, $10 

R PLACE Transcendence: 
with DJ E, 9:30 pm 
TIMBRE ROOM Foolish 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, $ 5/$ 1 0 
VERMILLION Session 
Fridays, 9 pm-2 am, free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL Bach & 
Handel, 8 pm, $21-$77 
© ST. MARK’S CATHEDRAL 

Concert On The Flentrop 
Organ: Janette Fishell, 7:30 
pm, $1 5/$20 


SAT 2/25 


BARBOZA Scott Yoder, 

Brain Drain, Trick Candles, 

7 pm, $8 

BLUE MOON TAVERN 

Contraband Countryband, 
Josephine Chopper, 

Lowman Palace, 9 pm, $6 
CENTURY BALLROOM 
Spanish Harlem Orchestra: 
Century Turns 20!, 8:30 pm, 
$35-$85 

COLUMBIA CITY THEATER 

Electronic Music Takeover: 
Beauflexx, Vargo, and 
Sawyer James, 8 pm, 

$ 1 2/$ 1 5 

★ © CROCODILE Riff 
Raff with DJ Afterthought, 
Owey, Dollabill Gates, 
Komplex, youngster jiji, 
Nauticult, 8 pm, $26.50 
EL CORAZON Rockabilly 
Riot: The Legendary Shack 
Shakers, 7:30 pm, $15/$20 
HEMPFEST CENTRAL 
Winterfest, 5-10 pm, $15+ 
HIGH DIVE Low Hums, 

Black Ferns, Cambrian 
Explosion, Dirty Sidewalks, 

9 pm, $6/$ 1 0 

HIGHLINE Mardi Gras with 
Butterflies of Death and 
The Crossroads Exchange, 9 
pm, $1 5/$20 

HIGHWAY 99 Kevin Selfe & 
The Portland Blues All-Star 
Big Band, 8 pm, $20 
HOPVINE PUB Solo Artist 
Showcase: David Johnson, 
9-1 1 pm, free 

★ © HYATT REGENCY 
BELLEVUE Wintergrass 
Music Festival 2017, $38- 
$145 

NECTAR Mariachi Flor De 
Toloache, The Cumbieros, 

DJ Chilly, 8 pm, $ 1 2/$ 1 5 
THE ROYAL ROOM Best 
Brazilian Mardi Gras with 
EntreMundos & Tudo 
Beleza, 8 pm, $15 
THE SHOWBOX Super 
Diamond, 9 pm, $21.75/$25 
SUBSTATION WONGS, 
Maklak, BUGS, 5 pm, 

$6; Deer Venom, Post 
Adolescence, Bullets or 
Balloons, 9 pm, $8 
SUNSET TAVERN Lydia 
Ramsey, Home Sweet 
Home, Ghosts I've Met, 9 
pm, $12 

★ © TACOMA DOME 

Blake Shelton with Raelynn, 
7:30 pm, $29-$209 
TEATRO DE LA 
PSYCHOMACHIA I Have No 
Life And Death: Butoh & 
New Music, 8 pm, $5-$15 
TIM’S TAVERN Everson 
Pines, Josh Eacrett & The 
Lunatic Yard Dogs, Mother 
Chorizo, 9 pm-midnight, $5 
TRACTOR TAVERN Tash 
Sultana with Josh Cashman, 
9 pm 

I l\kA 

EGAN’S JAM HOUSE 

Overton Berry Ensemble, 

9 pm, $1 5/$25 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Bobby 
Caldwell, $35.50 

EQ 

BARBOZA Inferno, 10:30 
pm, $5/$10 

CHOP SUEY Dance Yourself 
Clean, 9 pm, $5/free 

★ CUFF DJ Night, 10 pm, 
free 

★ THE EAGLE LONGJOHN 
Underwear Party, 9 pm, 
$ 6/$8 

GAINSBOURG Voulez-VoUS 
Boogaloo, 10 pm, free 
HAVANA Havana Social, 

9 pm, $15 
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THINGS TO DO 

The Best ofthe Rest of the Music 


KREMWERK Kiss Off, 

10 pm, $5/$7; Night Shift, 

9 pm, $10 

MONKEY LOFT Diggin 
Deep, 10 pm 

NEIGHBOURS Powermix: 

DJ Randy Schlager, $5 
★ PONY Luv' Ladder: 

A Celebration of Black 
Power & Funk Music From 
Yesteryear, 9 pm-2 am, free 
Q NIGHTCLUB Wildlife, 10 
pm-2 am, $14 
VERMILLION Spread 
Thick, 9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


BENAROYA HALL Bach & 
Handel, 8 pm, $21-$77 
© BENAROYA HALL 
RECITAL HALL Out in 
Space, 7 pm, $35/$75 
© PANTAGES THEATER 
From The Galaxy: 
Conductor Robert Musser 
with the Tacoma Concert 
Band, 7:30 pm, $18-$36 
RESONANCE AT SOMA 
TOWERS Beneath The 
Surface, 7:30-9:30 pm, $20 
© TRINITY PARISH 
CHURCH Serenade to 
Music: English Choral 
Masterworks, 8 pm, 

$25/$ 3 5 


SUN 2/26 


BARBOZAThe City Hall, 

Iffy Comma, Rambis, 

8 pm, $8 

© CAFE RACER Racer 
Sessions, 7:30-11 pm, free 
CENTURY BALLROOM 
George Gee Swing 
Orchestra, 9 pm, $28-$78 
COMET TAVERN Chris 
Vandebooke's Public 
Memorial, 4-8 pm, free 
CROCODILE ★ Pickwick, 
Telekinesis, Porter Ray, 
Jason Dodson, Grand 
Hallway, Erik Blood, Beat 
Connection, 8 pm, $20; 

© The Pizza Pulpit: A 
Breakthrough in Field 
Studies, Mannequin BBQ, 
6:30 pm, free 
HIGH DIVE The Bones of 
J.R. Jones, The Brooders, 
Lerin Herzer, 8 pm, $6/$8 

★ © HYATT REGENCY 
BELLEVUE Wintergrass 
Music Festival 2017, $38- 
$145 

★ LO-FI DIY Appreciation 
Show with Sashay, 

Haunted Horses, Year of 
Death, 9 pm. By Donation 
NECTAR Jon Wayne & The 
Pain, Perfect By Tomorrow, 
Mr. Feelgood and the Firm 
Believers, 8 pm, $7/$ 1 0 
PARLIAMENT TAVERN 
Happy Birthday George 
Harrison, 8-11 pm, free 
SEAMONSTER Music 
Factory Recital, 5 pm 
SNOQUALMIE CASINO The 
Righteous Brothers, 7 pm, 
$30-$65 

SUBSTATION Florence 
Wiley, Happy Heartbreak, 
Patrick Galactic, 8 pm, $6 
TIM’S TAVERN Acoustic 
Songwriter Showcase, 

6 pm 

TRACTOR TAVERN Banners 
with Tor Miller, 9 pm, 

$12/$ 15 

©VERA PROJECT Cashing 
in Karma, The Morning 
After, Actionesse, 7 pm, $8 

1 

THE ANGRY BEAVER Jazz 
at the Beaver, 9 pm, free 

★ JAZZ ALLEY Bobby 
Caldwell, $35.50 

EH 

BALTIC ROOM Mixta pe: 
'90s Alternative Club, 

9 pm, $5 

EL CORAZON Urban Panda 
Presents Slay Sundays, 

10 pm, $5-$20 
KREMWERK Fraktured: 
Audio Alchemy After Party, 
9 pm-2 am, free 
MERCURY Mode: DJ Trent 
Von, 9 pm, $5 


NEIGHBOURS Noche 
Latino, 10 pm-2 am 
R PLACE Homo Hop, 
10 pm 

★ RE-BAR Flammable, 
10 pm-3 am, $10 


CLASSICAL 


★ BENAROYA HALL 

Handel's Tenor: Beard's 
Beauties, 2 pm, $26-$45 
© BRECHEMIN 
AUDITORIUM Guest Artist 
Recital: Stephen Drury, 

4:30 pm, free 

ST. STEPHEN’S EPISCOPAL 
CHURCH Philharmonia 
Northwest: Children's 
Songs, 2:30-5:30 pm 


MON 2/27 


CHOP SUEY Kevin Abstract, 

8 pm, $12 

THE ROYAL ROOM Nick 
Finzerwith Phil Parisot, 
7:30 pm, $9/$12 
SUNSET TAVERN Whitney 
Rose, The W Lovers, Tekla 
Waterfield, 8 pm, $10 
© TRIPLE DOOR Tommy 
Castro & The Painkillers, 
7:30 pm, $22-$30 

If 

THE ROYAL ROOM The 

Salute Sessions, 10 pm, free 

EH 

BALTIC ROOM Jam Jam, 

9 pm 

★ BAR SUE Motown on 
Mondays, 10 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© BRECHEMIN 

auditorium Voice 
Division Recital, 7:30 pm, 
free 


TUE 2/28 


CENTRAL SALOON Fat 

Tuesday with Speakeasy 
Jazz Cats, 8 pm, $5/8 
HIGH DIVE Will Moore, 
Yakup Trana, Chris Ayer, 
Adam Barnes, 8 pm, $8/$10 
HIGHLINE Mechanismus 
Anniversary Show with 
Aesthetic Perfection and 
NYXX, 9 pm, $1 5/$20 
NECTAR Poly Gras: A 
Mardi Gras Celebration: 
Polyrhythmics, Cecil Moses 
& the SGs, DJ Abe Beeson, 

8 pm, $16/$20 
© NEUMOS Tennis with 
Guests, 8 pm, $16 

★ THE ROYAL ROOM The 
Great Royal Room Mardi 
Gras Celebration, 6-9 pm, 
free 

★ SEAMONSTER Michael 
Owcharuk, 8 pm 

★ © SUNSET TAVERN 

Adia Victoria, DoNormaal, 
Reverend Dollars, 7:30 
pm, $12 

TRACTOR TAVERN 

Sinkane, 8 pm, $16 
© TRIPLE DOOR The 
James Hunter Six, 7:30 pm, 
$26-$35 
TRIPLE DOOR 
MUSICQUARIUM 
LOUNGE Mardi Gras: The 
Barrelhouse Jive Cats, 

8-1 1 pm, no cover 

IFiVH 

JAZZ ALLEY David Lanz, 
7:30 pm, $35.50 
OWL N’ THISTLE Jazz with 
Eric Verlinde, 8 pm, free 

un 

BALTIC ROOM Drum & 
Bass Tuesdays, 10 pm 

★ HAVANA Real Love '90s, 
$5; free before 10 pm 

★ LO-FI Stop Biting, 9 pm- 
midnight, $5 

★ NACHO BORRACHO 
Hardly Art with Peter of 
Dude York, 9 pm, free 


CLASSICAL 


© UW MEANY THEATRE 

Boundless, 7:30 pm, $10 


Thu 

2/23 

8pm 

THE CROCODILE PRESENTS: 
PALMISTRY 

Fri 

THE CROCODILE PRESENTS: 

2/24 

PACIFIC DUB, 

9pm 

Tunnel Vision 

Sat 

EGGSHELLS, 

2/25 

Vacationeer, 

9pm 

Grey Waves 

Sun 

2/26 

8pm 

DIY APPRECIATION 
w/ Sashay, 

Haunted Horses, 

Year of Death 

Hie 

STOP BITING 

2/28 

BEATMAKERS 

9pm 

SHOWCASE $5 

Wed 


3/1 

LOVING TOUCH $5 

9pm 


Thu 

3/2 

8pm 

THE CROCODILE PRESENTS: 

MOZARTS SISTER, 

TEEN DAZE 

S10ADV/S12 DOS 


thelofi.net 

206-254-2024 
429 iastiake flue, last 
Ages 21+ 


pjHLINJ] 

Friday, February 24 

GENOCIDE SKIN 

LB! 

Nosretep 

Thaw 

9PM $0 - $8 

Saturday, February 25 

Atropa Productions presents:: 

MARDI GRAS! 

Butterflies of Death, 

The Crossroads Exchange 

9PM $15- $20 

Tuesday, February 28 
Mechanismus 9 year anniversary show 
presents 

AESTHETIC PERFECTION 

Solar Fake, NYXX 

9PM $15- $20 

Thursday, March 2 

INTO THE STORM 

Body Void, Breag Naofa, X Suns 

9PM, $10- $12 

Friday, March 3 

Birthday Benefit Dance Party 

JOE BELLINGHAM 

Recess, Shameless Audio 

9PM Free 

Saturday, March 4 

Mechanismus presents 

SORIAH 

CYLAB, 

The Gothsicles 

9PM $10- $15 

www.highlineseattle.com 

210 Broadway Ave E • 21+ 

Dinner service everyday 5-llpm 
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MON/FEBRUARY 27 

tommy castro 
and the painkillers 




TU^/FEBRUARY 28 & 

WE0/MARCB1* 7:30PM 

an evening with 
James hunter six 


lz 


■mU/MARCH 2 

david wilcox 

w/ nathaniel talbot 






j 


^*!l 


fhi/marchs bpm 

noam pikefny 


v "V 

SAT/MARCH 4 PKaiOPM 

leroy bell and his 
only friends 

I 

SUN/MARCH S • 7130PM 

john mccutcheon 


next - 3/6 the rdbert Cray band » 3/B 
gabriel kahane cberyl whe-cter w/ 
kenny while * 3/10 ran mcferon band w/ 
normar baker & 12 the manhattan 
t ransf w 3 ' 3 thao (of the ge! down stay 
downflw/johannakunin wrabel vis 
t ri pie threat w/ kim batl alien 3, ad rian 
belew power trio w/ saul zonana 
brazilian mandolin virtuoso danilo brito 
Bradford le-omis and lowlands 


blues h booze, d 1 boogie! 
daniel rapport trio the 
hot mcgandhis tba 
dosed for a private event until Gpm 
eric rice band mardi gras 

party! w/ the barrelhouse jive cats 


DOORS OPEN 1.5 HOURS PRIOR TO FIRST SffOW 
ALL-AGES (BEFORE 9-.3QPM) 

thetripledoor.net 

216 UNION STREET, SEATTLE 
206.838.4333 
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COMING UP NEXT 


IDAY2/25 

DAZE TOUR 


SATURDAY 2/ 

DESERT 

FT. TEMPLES 

NIGHT BEATS + DEAPVALLY 
+ FROTH + JJUUJJUU 


MONDAY 2/27 

MYKKI BLANCO 

CAKES DA KILLA 


TUESDAY 2/28 

TENNIS 

HOOPS 


WEDNESDAY 3/1 

THE RADIO DEPT. 

GERMANS 


SATURDAY 3/4 

TY SEGALL 

NAIL POLISH 


TUESDAY 3/7 

HARRY POTTER TRIVIA 


THURSDAY 3/9 

PO’ BROTHERS 

SCARLET PARKE + SPENCER GLENN BAND 


SATURDAY 3/11 

SANDRIDER 

WILD POWWERS + PINK PARTS 


WEDNESDAY 3/15 

Q-TRAIN: 

LET YOUR LOVE SHINE 


BJ1QB0ZJI 

COMING UP NEXT 


WEDNESDAY 2/22 

CHAD VALLEY + 
COMPUTER MAGIC 


THURSDAY 2/23 

BLACK GIRAFFE 

TOBIAS THE OWL + COLORWORKS 


FRIDAY 2/24 

MEATBODIES 


SATURDAY 2/25 

SCOTT YODER 

BRAIN DRAIN + TRICK CANDLES 


SUNDAY 2/26 

THE CITY HALL 

IFFY COMMA + RAMBIS 


WEEKLY FRIDAYS, SATURDAY 
DANCE NIGHTS FROM 10:30PM TO CLOSE 


TICKET AVAILABLE AT 
MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMOS.COM | THERARROZA.COM | MOEOARSEATTLE.COM 


925 EAST PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 



AUGUST 8 

PARAMOUNT THEATER 

ALL AGES • TICKETMASTER.COM 


ON 

Yjjjay 

10AM 


CLEJLBf BAPfDJT - SOKDKE I^RCHE ■ BASTILLE' IWSSEWOEE ■ ETSLEY ■ EULMIWC LIPS ■ MOSfQRT.COM 
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MAY 3T 
THE MOORE 

TICKETS ON SALE FRIDAY AT TOAM 

A D E LTA I TIFfii'fil {BOO)74MOOO'STGPRESENTS.Wfl I 

a|Ll iliif Tickets available at TickeSuiasief.comi I m - 


CHEHZ] PRE-ORDEtf DELUXE LP r CD & RARITIES AOXSETS 

CUeW* VIA MIDNIGHT Q-L. COM 
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dude YORK Taking the long road to confidence. 


Rip It Up and Start Again 

Second Time’s a Charm for Dude York’s Sincerely 

BY AMBER CORTES 


S ometimes it takes a second try to 
get it right. Seattle power-pop trio 
Dude York’s new album, Sincerely 
(out February 24 on Hardly Art), is loaded 
with strident riffs and yell-along anthems. 
But the record’s bold, polished sound didn’t 
come easy. 

Originally, Sincerely was a DIY effort 
home-recorded at a punk house 
called Magic Lanes. But after 
playing it for friends, they got a 
less-than-enthusiastic response 
from those who heard the first 
take. One person who tried to 
mix the album said that there 
was “drywall in every piece of 
[the record],” recalls drummer 
Andrew Hall. 

After spending eight months 
on the whole project, the band decided to 
scrap the recording. “It felt awful,” says gui- 
tarist and lead vocalist Peter Richards. “It 
left me really confused as to what songs were 
good, and it was a long process toward feeling 
confident again.” 

“For some bands, I think the DIY thing 
works really well,” says bassist and vocal- 
ist Claire England. “But we learned that we 
needed to do it more the traditional way: in a 
studio and maybe with some help.” 

Dude York found the help they needed 
from Cody Votolato of late-1990s Seattle post- 
hardcore band the Blood Brothers and Head 
Wound City. The fruitful partnership that led 
to Sincerely' s next pass was formed from a 
chance meeting at an otherwise disastrous 
show while Votolato was the bassist for blues 
rock trio My Goodness. 


“It was one of those weird shows in Seattle 
where things should go a lot better than they 
actually go,” says Hall. “It was supposed to 
be some sort of fundraiser benefit, but there 
was nobody there, the bar got ransacked, and 
everything just degenerated into total chaos.” 

But after the show, Votolato asked if the 
band wanted to record with him. Together 
they reworked the album, peel- 
ing back the initial recording’s 
QChords, synths, and choral 
layers, exposing Richards’s vo- 
cals and stripped-down guitars. 
They also zeroed in what makes 
Dude York’s super-charged live 
performances so exciting and 
injected it into the album. 

Votolato proved to be “a 
killer rock-music coach” ac- 
cording to Hall, drawing out emotional 
performances of the songs in ways that would 
be the most accessible to their audience. He 
also brought in John Goodmanson, producer 
and sound engineer for albums by Bikini 
Kill, Blonde Redhead, Los Campesinos!, and 
Sleater-Kinney. 

“Everything lined up for a brief moment 
and gave us the push and the inspiration we 
needed to wade through the swamp of dread 
that we were feeling after the attempted re- 
cord didn’t turn out,” Hall says. 

The Dude York of 2017 is a lot different 
than the Dude York of 2010 when Richards 
and Hall met at Whitman College in Wal- 
la Walla. After England joined the band, 
Dude York became a more collaborative 
enterprise. 

“The whole dynamic of Dude York 


changed,” says Hall, “from being the ‘Me and 
Peter Trying to Figure Out How to Do the 
Thing We Were Doing Show’ to the ‘Every- 
body Does Everything Together Show’ and 
the ‘Everything Feels a Million Times Fuck- 
ing Better Because of It Show.’” 

England has expanded her role since she 
joined for 2014’s album Dehumanize, singing 
and writing two of the songs on Sincerely : 
“Tonight” and “Love Is.” 

“It felt good,” she says. “Sometimes 
there are songs that are just given to you, 
like gifts. Whole songs that you just... find. 
You get one idea, then here’s a verse, oh, and 
here’s the chorus, the bridge, and all of sud- 
den, there it is.” 

For England, “Love Is” — about the ir- 
resistible lure of longing for someone who’s 
bad for you — was that kind of song. The en- 
tire album pushes and pulls with competing 
emotions — a sense of defeat lives alongside a 
sense of purpose, a longing to hide gives way 
to an urge to go out and get sweaty and dance. 

Sincerely is described by England as a 
“musical note-to-self” for working through 
isolation, anxiety, and depression. “I heard 
life / can find a way / a hopeless case / hop- 
ing every day,” belts Richards in the opening 
lines of “Black Jack,” the first song on the 
album. 

“A lot of this record for me was written as 
an attempt to create my own therapy,” says 
Richards, whose cathartic vocals bring out 
the full force of these weighty feelings. He 
wants Sincerely to serve as a reminder that 
“no one can do it alone. The real strength is to 
build your own communities — and reach out 
and use them.” ■ 


Remembering 
Clyde Stubblefield 
and Walter 
“Junie” Morrison 

BY DAVE SEGAL 

B est known as the drummer for 
James Brown during one of the 
Godfather of Soul’s most creatively fertile 
periods (1965 to 1970), Clyde Stubblefield 
died February 18 in his longtime home of 
Madison, Wisconsin, due to kidney failure. 
He was 73. 

Along with fellow drummer John “Jabo” 
Starks, Stubblefield laid the foundation for 
some of history’s 
funkiest tracks, 
including “Sex 

Machine,” “I Got 
the Feelin’,” “Cold 
Sweat,” “Give 

It Up or Turn It 
Loose,” “Say It 
Loud, I’m Black 
& I’m Proud,” and, of course, “The Funky 
Drummer,” which has been sampled 1,366 
times according to whosampled.com, but 
that total is surely much higher — you could 
make a hall-of-fame mixtape with just a 
fraction of the classic hiphop songs featur- 
ing that break. 

Although he was one of the most sampled 
musicians ever, Stubblefield never received 
the financial compensation that many thought 
was his due. When he needed $90,000 to pay 
for bladder-cancer treatment and other hos- 
pital bills last April, Stubblefield revealed 
that Prince — literally acknowledging the 
debt he and thousands of other artists owed 
Stubblefield — quietly handled the expenses. 

W alter “Junie” Morrison — a power- 
fully expressive soul vocalist and 
keyboardist for two of the most important 
funk groups ever, Ohio Players and Funk- 
adelic — died on February 16. He was 62. 
(Cause of death has not yet been reported.) 
After Morrison left Ohio Players in 
1973, he cut three 
solo LPs before 
being hired by 
George Clin- 
ton to serve as 
Parliament-Funk- 
adelic’s musical 
director, contrib- 
uting heavily to 
the One Nation Under a Groove, Motor 
Booty Affair, Uncle Jam, and Gloryhalla- 
stoopid albums. 

In 1997, Morrison entered the Rock 
and Roll Hall of Fame as a member of 
P-Funk. You can hear Morrison’s mastery 
of funk and soul in Ohio Players songs like 
“Ecstasy” (his peak vocal performance, 
hands down), “Pain,” “Pleasure,” and the 
frequently sampled (233 times, accord- 
ing to whosampled.com) “Funky Worm.” 
Morrison also played a crucial role in 
Funkadelic’s “(Not Just) Knee Deep” 
(under the pseudonym J.S. Theracon), 
another foundational cut among hiphop 
producers. 

More recently, Morrison was the subject 
of Solange’s “Junie” from the renowned A 
Seat at the Table album. ■ 


Longer versions of both these obits, 
complete with music, are available at 

0 THESTRANGER.COM/SLOG 


Dude York 

w/Lisa Prank, 
Mommy Long Legs 

Thurs Feb 23, Chop Suey, 

9 pm, $1 0 adv, all ages 

Dude York 

Fri Feb 24, Sonic Boom 
Records, 6 pm, free, all ages 
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2/22 

WEDNESDAY 


2/23 

THURSDAY 



Red Bull Sound Select Presents: 
Curated by Treefort Music Festival: 

Rubblebucket 

candace, Thick Business 21 + 

The Crocodile Presents:: 

Chicano Batman 

79.5, Sad Girl All Ages 


2/23 

THURSDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

The Social Animals @ The Timbre Room 

The Foghorns 

21 + 


2/24 

FRIDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Hippo Campus @ Neumos 

All Ages 


2/24 

FRIDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Pacific Dub @ Lo-fi 

Tunnel Vision 21 + 


2/25 

SATURDAY 



The Crocodile Presents:: 

Riff Raff 

DJ Afterthought, Owey, Dollabill Gates, 
Komplex, youngster jiji, Nautical All Ages 




Thur 4/13 

LA FONDA 
“GOOD LOVE” EP 
RELEASE PARTY 



Sun 5/7 

MAGIC BEANS 
@ THE SUNSET 


2/26 PICKWICK2/28 SIN KANE @ The Tractor 2/28 MIKE WATT 3/2 P.O.S 3/3 ROGUE WAVE 3/4 BRAZILIAN CARNAVAL 
3/5 GREG PROOPS 3/6 JAPANESE HOUSE 3/7 THEY. 3/9 HAYLEY KIYOKO 3/1 0 MONETA 3/1 1 WHISKEY MYERS 3/1 2 
N0SLEEPP0DCAST3/14BEBEREXHA3/15J0SHABB0TTBAND3/16BIGBUSINESS3/18D0NAV0NFRANKENREITER 
3/19 MEAT PUPPETS 3/21 ISAIAH RASHAD 3/24 G. LOVE & SPECIAL SAUCE 3/17 CLAP YOUR HANDS SAY YEAH 

2200 2ND AVE ★ CORNER OF 2ND & BLANCHARD 


TICKETS @ THECROCODILE.COM & THE CROCODILE BOX OFFICE 

★ MORE INFO AT WWW.THECROCODILE.COM * 



50% OFF 

ALL USED MOVIE DVDs 


1000s OF USED DVDs IN STOCK 


COS, 


StS8«i 


MS* 


©n 


to 


any CD 




you 


buy, 


[ EVERYDAY MUSIC ] 

E DAV O A CII for ANY & ALL USED 
■ HI VHW n CDs, DVDs & VINYL 

BELLINGHAM 

115 E. Magnolia • 360.676.1404 


CAPITOL HILL 

152010th Ave. • 206.568.3321 


OPEN lO A.M.-IO P.M. EVERYDAY • WWW.EVERYDAYMUSIC.COM 
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EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY 9PM - 10PM 




16 & MON. 4/17 

OF MONTREAL 


CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER’S 
IEPETO SOLUTIONS + BEN VARIAN 



i" 

1 

! 



TUESDAY 4/18 

GUIDED BY VOICES 



SUNDAY 4/23 

WINDHAND 

HELL + UN 


TICKETS AVAILABLE AT MOE BAR & ETIX.COM 


NEUMUS.COM | THE BARBOZA.COM | MOEBARSEATTLE.COM 1 925 E PIKE STREET, SEATTLE 
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Bands I Pretended 
to Like for Boys 

Part Nine: Dave Matthews 

BY KATHLEEN TARRANT 


T his one’s a little different, but I think 
it’s important. 

I was 9, in that blissful last stretch before 
puberty, skidding down California streets on 
my two-wheeler, Walkman clipped to my jean 
shorts. I may have started having crushes on 
boys, but they were undirected. I liked a boy 
named Noah, but if Noah had tried to hold 
my hand, I would have run screaming and 
climbed a eucalyptus 
tree like a goddamn 
koala. 

Also, Noah didn’t 
like chocolate or Dis- 
neyland, so that crush 
lasted all the way 
through computer 
playtime when I out- 
lasted him on Oregon 
Trail. 

But the biggest 
thing to happen that year was that the song 
“Crash Into Me” (off album Crash) hit the air- 
waves in our sunny town of Redondo Beach, 
and everyone was listening to it. I mean ev- 
eryone. But more importantly, my brother 
and his cool friends were listening to it. 

My brother had this one friend who was 
at least nine feet tall. He let me dance on 
his feet when the Chicago Bulls won their 
third straight championship and all those 
mysterious teenagers whirled around me in 
a swirl of laughter and energy. And as my 
brother detailed his white Toyota pickup, his 
friend would pull up on our street under the 
spreading leaves and would blast Crash. 

I never tried to impress my brother’s 
friend. I didn’t know how. I didn’t even know 
what that was. I would climb up the stucco 
wall of our patio and hide my face in my hands 
and peek and listen as Dave Matthews hit the 
high notes and my brother’s friend laughed 
and talked about surfing, all the sounds and 
feelings as tall as the trees. I would go inside 
and steal my brother’s copy of Crash and put 
on my headphones, starting to look into the 
murky future and wondering what it would 
sound like. 

What I Think Now: I don’t think I need to 
rip on Dave Matthews at this time. In all his 


iterations (the band, plus Tim Reynolds), 
he does very well for himself commercially 
and has outlasted most of those who shared 
the airwaves in the 1990s — perhaps be- 
cause he created a sound not easily put into 
a genre. Not quite jam, not rock, not pop. 
His fans are easier to target: a tableau of 
yuppie culture, the inverse of the counter- 
culture faction that was cool when his music 
flourished. 

Dave Matthews 
dared to be chirpy, 
happy-go-lucky even, 
in a climate and time 
that bore Nirvana, 
Sleater-Kinney, Beat 
Happening, and many 
other punk, grunge, 
and alternative bands. 
But Dave Matthews 
wasn’t merely hap- 
py. He wasn’t feel-good like jam bands. He 
wasn’t political. He was chill — taken out of 
time and space, as though his music was writ- 
ten in an alternate universe where only the 
personal matters. 

That’s why people hate Dave Matthews. 

But maybe, if you take away his fans 
guzzling Keystone Light and playing frolf, 
Dave Matthews was just a sweet behemoth 
of a band that took a little too much liberty 
with a saxophone solo. Maybe we can have 
Kathleen Hanna and Dave Matthews in 
the same state, just not in the same state 
of mind. 

Was It Worth It: Yes. 

I don’t listen to Dave Matthews anymore, 
but I’m glad I did. Everyday and Crash were 
sweet albums to while away the hours to as a 
kid. He remains a constant, positive force in 
the city I love. 

Though I’ll tell you: I decided to sing 
“Crash Into Me” once at karaoke in my early 
20s after not listening to it for a few years, 
and that song is dirty. Like, too dirty for a 
9-year-old to be listening to. “Hike up your 
skirt a little more / And show the world to 
me”? How did my parents not figure that one 
out? 

The ’90s were a simpler time. ■ 


I decided to sing 
“Crash Into Me” once at 
karaoke after not listening 
to it for a few years, and 
that song is dirty. 



Happy Hour Daily 
2-6:30 

@bluemoonseattle 
712 NE 45th 
675-9116 


THU 

Quoth the Mute, 
Asterhouse, 

The Moon is Flat 

FRI 

Vicious Petals, 
Blackheart 
Honeymoon, 
Mothers Fathers 
Sisters Brothers 

SAT 

Contraband 

Countryband, 

Josephine 

Chopper, 

Lowman Palace 

SUN 

C-Note 

(Minneapolis), 

Guests 


ESTABLISHED DEATHCORE BAND, 
BIOPLAGUE LOOKING FOR 
NEW LEAD VOCALIST. 

IF INTERESTED MESSAGE OUR 
FACEBOOK PAGE. AND ADD OUR 
GMAILTHEBIOPLAGUE@GMAIL.COM 



MON - THU: 51»M TO 2AM 
Fill - SUN: 31»M TO 2AM 


PONYSEAmE.COM 



m 


THURS, 2/23 - SAT, 2/25 

MYLES WEBER 


Myles Weber is a comedian 
on the rise. He handily took 
first place in the 40th Annual 
San Francisco International 
Comedy Competition. 
Blending together high 
octane improv, positive 
crowd interaction and story 
telling, seeing Myles Weber 
means you will never see 
the same show twice. 


10 


:dy 


UNDERGROUND 


109 S. WASHINGTON ST. 
(ON OCCIDENTAL PARK) 

(206) 628-0303 


WWW.COMEDYUNDERGROUND.COM 
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Your Complete Guide to 
the Rest of February 



★ 

Manger 


THINGS TO DO 


MARDI GRAS 


OSCARS 


RESISTANCE 


See it all at StrangerThingsToDo.com or download 
our free Stranger Things To Do In Seattle app 


* Get it FREE on the 

m App Store 



Get it FREE on 

Google Play 
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George Saunders’s 
Lincoln in the Bardo 
Is the First Essential 
Novel of the Donald 
Trump Era 

BY WILLIE FITZGERALD 


W e’re only a month in, and already 
Donald Trump’s presidency seems 
like something George Saunders would con- 
coct: a regressive, hyper-capitalist fever 
dream in which language is hilariously cor- 
rupted, fairness is thrown out the window, 
and the foundational tenets of civil society 
start to give way As in Trump’s America, so in 
a Saunders story: Everything seems absurd 
until it breaks your heart. 

Now, after years of success writing short 
fiction and essays, Saunders has written his 
first novel, Lincoln in the Bardo. No one 
wants their highly anticipated 
novel to debut just as a bunch 
of revanchist goblins are rear- 
ranging the furniture in the 
Oval Office, and it is unfair to 
freight a single book with a 
bunch of political and existen- 
tial baggage. But Lincoln is 
about facing grief (something 
of a daily exercise for many of 
us) and is set during a moment 
of national schism. For those 
and many other reasons, it is 
the first essential novel of the 
Donald Trump era. 

The premise is funny, mov- 
ing, and brazenly weird. Young 
Willie Lincoln, son of President 
Abraham Lincoln, has died of typhoid and is 
interred in a crypt in a Georgetown cemetery. 
That night, according to newspaper reports, 
his grief-stricken father visits the crypt and 
cradles the 11-year-old boy’s body. 

Willie Lincoln is dead, but his spirit is very 
much alive. He is in the titular bardo, a sort 
of limbo derived from the Tibetan Buddhist 
tradition, where the soul may linger before 
moving on. 

In the bardo, Willie’s spectral form meets 
the ghosts of Hans Vollman and Roger Bevins 
III, the book’s twin Virgils. A twist: Vollman 
and Bevins do not believe they are dead. This 
is not an uncommon affliction. The graveyard 
is populated by hundreds of stubborn, delu- 
sional spirits, all of whom believe they may, in 
good time, shuffle back onto this mortal coil. 

Willie, though, can’t stay in purgatory. 
While the adult ghosts undergo only some 
superficial postmortem mutations (Vollman, 
who dies just before consummating his mar- 
riage, manifests with a yards-long, waggling 
erection), lingering in the graveyard funda- 
mentally corrupts the young, and so they 
must transcend ASAP This transcendence 
is described, in Saundersian fashion, as “the 
matterlightblooming phenomenon.” Willie is on 
his way out of the bardo, until his father shows 
up and cradles his body. Then things get screwy, 


and the struggle for Willie Lincoln’s soul is on. 

Saunders formats the book like an oral his- 
tory, with short sections narrated by different 
denizens of the cemetery. This polyvocal nar- 
ration plays to Saunders’s strength with voice 
and turn of phrase, and gifts him with an enor- 
mous cast of characters. Meet the miserly wid- 
ow, the foul-mouthed career alcoholics, and 
the four ghosts perpetually mid-coitus with 
one another. A group of ghost bros, known 
as the Bachelors, fly around the cemetery 
raining hats on passersby. There are ghosts 
of slaves, of soldiers, of pompous professors, 
and of pickle magnates. 

At this point, it would be fair 
to say that this phantasmago- 
ric history lesson seems a little 
much. Like Hieronymus Bosch 
meets Ken Burns, maybe? 
Saunders is a great short-story 
writer, but his stories are their 
own matterlightblooming phe- 
nomena, and that sort of ener- 
gy is often unsustainable over 
the course of a novel. 

Saunders seems aware of 
this, and he ballasts the mania 
in the cemetery with chapters 
composed of historical excerpts 
that contextualize Willie’s 
death and the Civil War. Some 
of these excerpts are fictional, but all are 
played straight, and they conjure affecting 
portraits of Willie, his father, and the pres- 
sures of the presidency. 

Toward the end, Lincoln drifts away from 
Willie’s story and settles on his father’s. It is a 
brutal, formative time for President Lincoln. 
Willie dies just as the casualties from the 
Battle of Fort Donelson are posted: almost a 
thousand dead, with thousands more wound- 
ed. It is a reaping of American sons and the 
first time much of the public understands the 
severity of the conflict. 

Saunders weds these deaths to Willie’s and 
describes a Lincoln beset, transformed, and re- 
focused by loss. Bevins recounts the president’s 
newfound resolve: “Our grief must be defeated; 
it must not become our master, and make us in- 
effective, and put us even deeper into the ditch.” 
We should consider this advice evergreen. 

In lesser hands, much of Lincoln in the 
Bardo — especially its last 40 pages — would 
be merely sentimental. But Saunders, as he’s 
done for his entire career, pulls off something 
ardently, unapologetically humane. This is a 
strange and wonderful book, one that reminds 
us that we, individually and nationally, have 
persevered through tremendous suffering be- 
fore, and will do so again. “We must,” as Lin- 
coln thinks, “win the thing.” And we will. ■ 



George Saunders 

Tues Feb 28, Town Hall, 7:30 
pm, $35 (includes book) 




Football on Telly! 

MONDAYS - FREE POOL 

LATE N ITE HAPPY HOUR 
, ID-CLOSE 

^ END MONDAY OF THE 
MONTH BOOK EXCHANGE 


2DG N. 3Gth St. Fremont 

GEORGE ANDDH AGC3NFUa.COM 


Open gaming when you want to game- 


-EVERY WEEKDAY UNTIL MIDNIGHT. 


SILENT 

READING PARTY 

First Wednesday 
of Every Month 


Fireside Room • 4 rrento Hotel • 6PM 


- we welcome board games, card games, roleplaying games, miniatures games, and more - 


University Book Store, 

U 8 OOKSTORE.COM 


The Elliott Bay Book Company 

1521 Tenth Avenue 
206-6244600 
www.elliottbaybook.com 


BOOK 

TOWN! 


^deijutlocalwcyA to jwlyowi mind! 


LARGEST SELECTION OF METAPHYSICAL BOOKS 
IN DOWNTOWN SEATTLE 


ECQ-ELEMENTS 

MIND * BODY • SPIRIT • EARTH 

Books, Tarot, CDs, Statues, 
Candles, Crystals, Jewelry, 
Incense, Oils, Aroma Therapy, 
and much more! 


Pos Avail for Psychic-Tarot Reader 


1530 FIRST AVE (1ST & PINE) 
206.467.7745 
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NOW SELLING 

KONG: SKULL ISLAND 


OPENS MAR 9 



NOW SELLING 


v wmm r . BEAUTY & THE BEAST 

OPENS MAR 16 

1 TICKETS AVAILABLE AT CINERAMA.COM f 



NOW P1ATOG 


iicinema 


$|M0HljCHFK 

HOLIER 


EGYPTIAN 


■05 f PINE ST 

Jordan Poole's 

Get Out 

FILM CENTER 

FEB 24-26 

Deconstructing the 
Beatles’ Sgt Pepper 

Fii Feb 24 Live Skype O&A wt Scoit Freintiin 
FEB 26-26 - ENCORE PRESENTATION 

NT Live: Saint Joan 


I QUEEN ANNE AYE N 


Toni Erdmann 

■0 sear" Nomination tor Best Foreign 
Langur gt: Film 

Oscar® 

Nominated Shorts 

Screening Beth Live Acliun and 
Animation Programs 

i Am Not Your Negro 

Oscar Humana tmn tor Best Documentary 


‘SEATTLE l£NI 
JRTHWEST R0€ 


TICKETS AMD SHOWTIMESAT 

SPFF.NET 


50 Years of Political 

Seattle on the Thrillers of 
Big Screen the 1970s 



3 EAI III 745-3000 • STGPflESENTS.ORG 

MM IHi Pried cy Sealing and Dlscaucrs far Groups £0- call; (206) 3I5.-BD54 K 110 W 

S n 0 U P Ttektls Available AMick clrna smrcoffl tfcfefrnarter* 


SILENT MOVIE 
MONDAYS 


MARCH b THE DRAGON PAINTER 

Original score and live performance by Anno Jihhon Ensemble 

THE PARAMOUNT THEATRE I DOORS AT 6PM - FILM AT 7PM 


SILEnT MOVIE MOnDfl YS 


UP NEXT 


STARTING IN APRIL! 


CCMi rV CUf/ECf 


THE SCARECROW PROJECT 
PRESENTS! 


5030 ROOSEVELT WAYNE, SEATTLE • 206-524-8554 
www.scarecrow.com 



ON SALE THIS WEEK! Also available for rent! 



MILDRED PIERCE (Criterion Collection) 

Don’t Mess with Joan Crawford 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

WOMEN ON THE VERGE OF 
A NERVOUS BREAKDOWN (Criterion) 

It’s All in the Title 

DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

MANCHESTER BY THE SEA 

Saddest Movie of 2016 


DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $29.95 


For a full list of New Releases for rent + sale, visit scarecrow.com 


NOCTURNAL ANIMALS 

Making Great Art is the Sickest Burn 
DVD / Blu-ray $29.95 

PSYCHOMANIA 

Zombie Bikers! 

DVD / Blu-ray $22.95 

DELUGE 

Disaster Movie Epic from 1933 
Blu-ray $21.95 






THE BOY FRIEND 

Gorgeous Ken Russell Musical starring Twiggy 
Blu-ray $19.95 

SEASONS 

More Natural Beauty from the Makers of Winged Migration 
DVD $22.95 Blu-ray $26.95 

DOCTOR WHO: RETURN OF 
DOCTOR MYSTERIO 

Hot Doctor on Doctor Action 
DVD $17.95 Blu-ray $21 .95 



Support 
Scarecrow 
with a 

Membership! 


scarecrow.com/membership 



New on Vinyl 


$40 
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Interracial Love vs. 
Economic Prosperity 

A United Kingdom Is a Proustian 
Postcard from Mid-Century Botswana 

BY CHARLES MUDEDE 


I n 1987, my mother decided she’d had 
enough of Zimbabwe. The democrati- 
cally elected black government that 
replaced the racist white government in 
1981, after a long and brutal war, put 45 
percent of her wages in the pockets of the 
party’s leaders. Zimbo men were sexist 
pigs, no matter what the color of their skin. 
And my father, an economist in the Minis- 
try of Industry and Technology, had lost a 
big promotion because he wasn’t from the 
right tribe. My mother, who had lectured 
at the University 
of Zimbabwe, left 
him, the stubborn 
men, and the party 
state and flew to Bo- 
tswana where she 
joined the faculty 
of the University of 
Botswana. As I had 
just finished high 
school and had noth- 
ing else to do, I went 
with her. The flight 
left at 12:30 p.m., 
landed at 1:40 p.m., 
and by 2:30 p.m., we 
were in the lobby of 
the Gaborone Sun, 
the four-star ho- 
tel where we would 
spend the next year, thanks to a severe 
housing shortage in the city. 

I had my own room. We ate at the hotel’s 
Mongolian grill. We sunbathed at the side of 
its pool with the sun-worshipping British Air- 
ways flight attendants. We had watched all of 
the movies on the Sun’s cable loop in just two 
weeks. I ended up seeing Oxford Blues more 
than 20 times during my long stay. This was 
the happiest period of my young life. 

Botswana was everything that Zimbabwe 
had failed to become. Its democracy func- 
tioned, its supermarkets were well stocked, 
and its GNP per capita was, for a black Af- 
rican country, really, really high. I recall 
reading my father’s World Bank data book 
and feeling pride upon seeing Botswana list- 
ed as a middle-income economy. It was in the 
same category as Portugal and Greece. Euro- 
pean countries! 

Botswana was run by black Africans and 
had the largest foreign currency account on 
the continent. If you went to a bank with two 
pulas and asked to trade the notes for Ameri- 
can money, the teller would give you back 
one whole US dollar. This was amazing. The 
country had its shit together, thus freeing me 
from the Afro-pessimism with which Zim- 
babwe imprisoned the souls of its thinking 
citizens. (Afro-pessimism is the feeling that 
Africans cannot run a country, that we are 
too tribal, that our leaders always betray the 
noble ideas of the revolutions that brought 
them into power.) 

My mother and I would sit and sip fancy 


drinks at the open-air bar as the sun set on 
the hotel. We saw our first fax machine in the 
hotel’s lobby. We wore bathrobes and slip- 
pers and watched Rob Lowe rowing against 
the odds. 

What made Botswana a success and its 
next-door neighbor Zimbabwe a complete di- 
saster? A part of the answer can be found in 
the new and excellent movie A United King- 
dom , directed by one of the few working black 
female directors in the world, Amma Asante. 
The film is about the founder of modern 
Botswana, Seretse 
Khama, played by 
David Oyelowo (Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr. 
in Selma). Though 
Kingdom’s plot is 
centered on how 
Khama, a black Afri- 
can aristocrat, met, 
romanced, and mar- 
ried a middle-class 
British white wom- 
an, Ruth Williams 
(Rosamund Pike), it 
also shows how their 
interracial relation- 
ship was a diplomatic 
mess for the UK gov- 
ernment, which still 
had close economic 
and political ties with a country, South Af- 
rica, that made racial separation (apartheid) 
official around the time the Khama/Williams 
romance began (the late 1940s). 

The film explains why modern Botswana 
is democratic (the idea and practice wasn’t 
imported from Europe but already a part of 
its traditional political system — the Tswana 
kgotla). The country’s economic success, 
resulting from the discovery of diamonds, 
coincided with the establishment of black 
rule in the late 1960s. This is all in the 
movie. 

When the fictional Khama is not defend- 
ing his reasons for marrying a common 
white woman, he’s talking about the local 
diamonds found by a South African mining 
company and how the right deal could pull 
Botswana out of poverty. Again and again, 
Khama wants his people to stop thinking 
about fucking white women and focus on the 
diamonds. 

Lastly, the film does not fail to include 
the Skylarks’ “Pula Kgosi Seretse” — featur- 
ing a young Miriam Makeba singing about 
Khama’s return to Botswana in 1956 after a 
five-year exile — on its soundtrack. This tune 
perfectly describes the soul and feeling of 
this country’s transition from colonial dark- 
ness to the light of a modern and functioning 
democracy. 

Botswana, thank you for giving me one 
of the happiest years of my life, and, Amma 
Asante, thank you for evoking it so beauti- 
fully. ■ 



A United Kingdom 

dir. Amma Asante 
Guild 45th 



"Casts a haunting spell tndhwnn 
"An art-film provocation" ferrety 

FEB 24-MAR 2 


™Z0D2AC FEB 24 

KiLLER 

NEW4K 
RESTORATION! 

SOMETHING WEIRD 
VIDEO A THE 
AMERICAN GCNRi 
HUH ARCHIVE 


GRANDILLUSIONClNEMA.ORG 

1403 NE 50TH STREET I 523-393S 



THE CENTRAL COMEDY SHOW 

THURSDAY MARCH 2ND @ 8:00PM 


MOVIES + FOOD* BEER 

ceflbi'ai-ciiterMGom 2m B union 



4329 University Way NE Seattle, WA 98105 

MOVIE LINE: 206-632-7218 


FRI. FEB 24 - THU. MARCH 2 

LEGO BATMAN (PG) 

THE GREAT WALL (PG- 13) till 
FIST FIGHT (R) 

^ please visit our website for showtimes and more; ^ 


www.farawayentertainment.com 


SUNDANCE 

CINEMAS SEATTLE 

4500 9TH AVE NE • 206-633-0059 



TWO WAYS TO SAVE AT 

MONDAY IS $6 ORCA DAY 
TUESDAY IS GIRLS NIGHT OUT! 


NOT GOOD ON HOLIDAYS. 


FULL BAR & BISTRO FARE • RESERVED SEATS 
+21 AT ALL TIMES 


GET OUT 


BITTER HARVEST 


I AM NOT YOUR NEGRO 


LION 


MOONLIGHT 


HIDDEN FIGURES 


JOHN WICK: CHAPTER 2 


THE RED TURTLE 


A CURE FOR WELLNESS FIFTY SHADES DARKER 


THE GREAT WALL in 3D / 2D 


N TIX AVAIL AT BOX OFFICE ONLY 


PRESENTED BY STUDIO GHlfiU THE PEOPLE WHO BROUGHT YOU SPIRITED AWAV POM VO AND THE WIND RISES 


ACADEMY AWARD* NOMINEE 

BEST ANIMATED FEATURE 



VIEW THE TRAILER AT WWW.THEflEDTURTLEMOVIE.COM 


NOW SUNDANCE CINEMAS SEATTLE 

I AV I Kir* Sth A ^ N Ra$E ™ d Seats +2 1 All Shorn 

H L AY I N vJ www. sinncla nc ecime m a s.ccm 


“ONE OF THE BEST 
PICTURES OF THE YEAR!" 

Turan, LOS ANGELES TIMES 
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TRIVIA EVERY THURSDAY, 8PM I I, Vtff, 

HAPPY HOUR . 

4PM TO 7PM DAILY , 

D ST *Y, t 1» 

SAT & SUN, 10AM-ZPM .j TM 

WEEKEND BREAKFAST! 

OPEN 89AM 4 IP 9 HBV 

206-547-1417 • 460 North 36th Street IN THE HEART OF FREMONT 

normseatery.com j 



eich upaca b r a sfiatt le .com 


COCKTAILS, 
BURRITOS & TACOS 

Happy Hour Everyday! 

4 -6pm & 10pm-12am 

Kitchens Open Lale 
Full Menu 

Sun- Thu Ul 11pm in Greenwood 
Fri & Sat ill Midnight at all 3 locations 


, «j 

1 c 

Fwfe 

f- > 

4'. •«; 


Weekend Brunch! 

Saturdays & Sundays tv 3 

6711 Greenwood Ave_ N 
206-706-4889 

901 Fairview Ave. N. Ste C100 
206 - 739-5996 

2620 Alki Ave. SVU 
206 - 933-7344 


V 


Seattle’s Best Fish & Chips 
Now Showing NHL Hockey! 



Pacific Inn Pu6 

Near the Center of the Universe 
at the Corner of 35th. and Stone Way N. 
206-547-2967 




STUMPTOWM 

topple 

StfiAcJ irt pjblit ^rynj -t* ferfiembtr- 



DAILY HAm uom 
SPECIALS! 



CANS OF OLY 
& HAMMS 
4-8 PM 

HI LIFE 
12-4 PM 

PER PINTS 
WELL SHOT 
4-8 PM 


COCKTAILS - TASTY HOT SQGS - LOT NNUI FROSTY If B 
2222 2ND AVENUE * SEATTLE 

206 - 441-5449 

BETWEEN BELL AND BLANCHARD 





Travel the culinary world 
while staying in town! This all-glossy guide 
will encourage readers to explore cuisines 
from around the globe, all right here 
in our own backyard. 

40,000 copies will be distributed via 
standalone boxes and cross-counter 
distribution at restaurants, hotels 
and more throughout the city. 


SPACE RESERVATION DEADLINE: MARCH 10 

CALL 206-323-7101 OR E-MAIL 
ADINFO@THESTRANGER.COM TO 
RESERVE YOUR SPACE TODAY. 
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STICKY-RICE TREATS Vietnamese snacks xoi boc bank trdng and che troi nuoc. 

Gettin’ Sticky with It 

Exploring the Addictive Appeal of Sticky-Rice Desserts and Snacks 

BY CORINA ZAPPIA 


S ometimes I dream about sitting in a big 
tub of rice pudding. It just seems like 
a nice thing to do. I imagine the milk or coco- 
nut milk would have a calming, moisturizing 
effect on the skin, and I like the idea of spa 
and sustenance all in one place. Whenever I 
get hungry, I could just lean down and take a 
little nibble around my elbow. 

Everyone has a secret food dream. Mine 
is born of extreme rice love. From puddings 
to cakes, I never seem to tire of anything 
rice-based — particularly anything made with 
sticky rice, aka glutinous rice, which, despite 
its gluteney sounding name, is gluten-free. 
Plasma be damned, sticky rice is really the 
fourth state of matter; there’s something 
endlessly fascinating about its gummy, sticky 
texture that comes from the amylopectin 
starch particles in the rice breaking down. 
It’s just damn fun to eat. 

My preference for sticky-rice desserts and 
snacks might be born of exposure. My mother 
is Filipino, and sticky-rice cakes — kakanin — 
have been a staple at every Filipino potluck 
I’ve ever attended. Some other people’s en- 
tree into sticky-rice sweets is Japanese mochi 
or Thai sticky rice with mango, but these are 
all just scratching the surface of the over- 
whelming array of Asian sticky-rice desserts 
and snacks out there. From China to Vietnam, 
there seems to be a million varieties for every 
country. (Indeed, shortly into doing this piece, 
I wondered why I had even picked such a stu- 
pidly broad topic. Doing a piece on sticky-rice 
desserts is like doing one called “noodle.”) 

There’s no possible way to eat or describe 
them all, but there were some I wanted to 
try or endlessly retry. First stop: Despi Del- 
ite Bakery, the longtime Filipino bakery on 
Beacon Hill, to see if I could find my favorite 
Filipino sticky-rice cakes, biko and bibingka 
malagkit. Alas, the person in charge of do- 
ing most of their kakanin was on vacation 
until March. They did have suman malagkit, 
though. The glutinous rice is simmered with 
coconut milk, sugar, and salt before being 
steamed in a banana leaf, and then a long stick 
of the steamed sticky-rice cake is served still 
wrapped in the leaf. More snack then dessert, 
suman malagkit is usually eaten with extra 


sugar because it actually doesn’t include that 
much. But I like it as it is, lightly sweet with 
just a tinge of salty savoriness, and I ripped 
that damp banana leaf open in the front seat 
of my car, taking it down like candy. 

Tony’s Bakery in Rainier Valley may be 
beloved for its banh mi, but what first strikes 
you when you visit the Vietnamese bakery 
and deli is its rainbow-colored assortment 
of sweet and savory glutinous-rice snacks — 
xoi — placed front and center on massive 
tables by the cash register. I passed over 
the xoi lac (sticky rice with peanut) in favor 
of xoi boc banh trang, two small mounds of 
Barney-purple and lime-green-colored sticky 
rice topped with coconut shavings and sitting 
in their own individual rice crepe wrappers. 
They looked like sticky-rice tacos. Xoi can be 
colored naturally with plants or fruits (ma- 
genta plant for the purple, for example), but 
the color can come from food dye, too. 

While regular cooked white rice is always 
a sadder next-day affair, sticky rice cooked 
in coconut milk has many, many lives to give. 
I zapped these bad boys in the microwave a 
couple days later for breakfast, and they were 
even better heated up — the rice softens and 
the coconut flavor becomes stronger. 

Like suman, xoi boc banh trang is more of a 
lightly sweet snack than dessert, so for some- 
thing more along the lines of the latter, the 
woman behind the counter directed me to hot 
che — a Vietnamese term for sweet beverages, 
dessert soups, and puddings — sitting in metal 
tubs at the steam table. Bambu and Che Des- 
sert Lounge, just down the street on Martin 
Luther King Jr. Way South, actually special- 
ize in che, but Tony’s offers a tasty selection of 
both hot and cold as well for a buck or two less. 
A gooey rice pudding with black-eyed peas, 
che dau trang, had me dreaming of my big 
rice-pudding tub again. The black-eyed peas 
added an earthy savoriness to the dish, which 
was finished with a healthy ladle of coconut 
milk. I was surprised, however, to find that I 
preferred che troi nuoc, glutinous rice balls in 
a light ginger syrup. Made from glutinous rice 
flour, the balls are stuffed with a sweet mung- 
bean paste with the consistency of Play-Doh, 
and the sugar syrup is not overwhelmingly 


gingery, especially when topped with coconut 
milk and roasted sesame seeds. 

After che troi nuok, I was curious to try 
more rice balls in liquid, so I headed over to 
Fruit Bliss Cafe in the International District 
and then Cafe O’ Dessert in the University 
District, both of which specialize in Hong 
Kong/Cantonese-style desserts like shaved ice 
and tong sui, sweet dessert soups and custards. 

I’ll be honest, I feel like a big disappoint- 
ment in the dessert soup world, because I tend 
to just eat the rice balls and not finish off the 
soup. I see this more like when you eat all the 
wontons in the soup and leave some of the 
broth behind — the soup is lovely and all, but I 
don’t always feel a need to broth it up until the 
end. Is it a crime, I wonder, to admit that while 
I like a sweet dessert soup, I see it more as a 
vehicle for the awesomeness of the rice ball? 

I didn’t know how to explain this my serv- 
ers, who seemed sad that I had not finished 
off my soup despite finding and attacking ev- 
ery single rice ball five minutes after they set 
the dishes down in front of me. The red bean 
soup at Fruit Bliss Cafe actually tasted a little 
too watered down, but the rice balls were de- 
licious, made from a thinner dough than the 
ones in the che troi nuoc and filled with warm 
peanut butter. At Cafe O’ Dessert, the green 
bean soup was made with mung beans — not, 
as the name suggests, green string beans. The 
soup, a deep dark green from the mung bean, 
was richer and tastier than the one at Fruit 
Bliss Cafe, and its glutinous rice balls were 
filled with just enough lovely sweet black sesa- 
me paste to not overpower the rest of the dish. 

There was just too much sticky rice and not 
enough time — I hadn’t even gotten to Chinese 
sticky rice cakes like nian gao, to say nothing 
of rice desserts and snacks from countries like 
Laos or Malaysia. To be honest, after eating 
this much sweet rice in a week, my rice-pud- 
ding tub fantasy began to fade and I started 
to feel like one big glutinous rice ball myself as 
I sat on my couch and wondered what kind of 
paste I should be stuffed with. 

The dream will probably return in a week, 
after a little break. Next time, I’d like to 
imagine some glutinous rice balls in the tub, 
too, bobbing happily around my ankles. ■ 
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ALASKA TROLL CAUGHT 
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WE SHIP 

SEAFOOD OVERNIGHT 
ANYWHERE IN THE USA 
OR WE PACK FOR 
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Seafood & Poultry 

1317 NE 47th • Seattle 
(206)632-3700 • (206)632-3900 


\ 


muddy 

/ 


nE st 






. ** £***§$ 

MONDAY - FRIDAY 7AM-6PM 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 8AM-5PM 


PR3U&LY SERVING OUR VERY OWN 

COFFEE U$m ORGANIC 
FAIR TRACE SCANS FROv CAP t FEw£H1 m, 

AN OFtOA-WZATIOM HELPING EMPOWER W&-YEJ/ 
ARGUNS THE ffOftLQ. 

LOCAL CASTRIES: 

UldrHTY-^KttlUTS It, VCGAtt 

U1TLET RAE'-S. 5AKENV INUT f-HEEj 
LE fCUffilli: FRFHGy PAKES7 i^lThTHTIC PASTES) 

wr LttfflS IGLUTLK n,LO 

anH acmsoiTh epic cookies Cueoah, chjuTeh free; mimic} 

CALL US 

p^out our 

wholesale 

COFFEE 

pfUging’ , 

iUi u PT3 V r vL* EM-V A I L rWv 



■% 


" ^ rii 

KK V. II'J 



TGHLIN 
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As a musical actor, Wesley Fruge has 
performed on stages all across the United 
States. What he saw from his vantage be- 
neath the kliegs startled him: audiences full 
of olds. 

In response to his fear for the future of 
theater, Fruge founded and now artistically 
directs Forward Flux, a local production com- 
pany that champions brand-new work from 
women and artists of color. 

This year, they're staging eight plays that 
are responsive to that mission and producing 
several sidebar events that aim to bust down 
the walls between the theater company and 
theater audiences. 

This "engagement programming," as 


Fruge calls it, includes the Flux Salon, which 
is a staged play reading that sometimes 
evolves (devolves?) into a dance party. 

There's also the Speakeasy series, a pop- 
up performance in a secret location that 
features a theatrical guest. Past performers 
include Sara Porkalob, Cheeky Diamondz, 
and Justin Huertas. And once a year, along 
with a group from NYC, Flux hosts "What 
the Float," a mobile silent disco party led by 
a local artist. 

I'm interested in all of that, but I'm also 
interested in how Fruge spends his time 
around the city. He's been here for only 
three years, after all. 

If you could stage a play in or on any 
building in Seattle, where would you 
stage it and what would the play be? 


I love theater in unconventional spaces, 
and I'm particularly obsessed with living- 
room theater. For our Salon series, we've 
produced in 15 different venues in Seattle 
(from houseboats to restaurants and bars), 
but I'm dying to find a raw loft space that 
we can convert into a pop-up performance 
venue with couches and cool art through- 
out. I love new work, so the play would 
be something completely new. But not to 
worry — you'd love it. 

Is there a touristy Seattle thing that you 
love to do, no matter what the haters 
say? 

Fremont is my fave. I love the troll, and 
Gas Works Park, and just wandering around 
all the darling shops (and, of course, eating 
at Revel, #thebest). 


What's your go-to karaoke song? 

Despite the fact that I've sung and danced 
in countless musicals around the country (or 
maybe because of it), karaoke is my own per- 
sonal version of hell. Like, I hate it so much. 
My husband loves it, though, and he is oc- 
casionally successful at getting me to join. He 
sings a clutch version of everything, but my 
heart melts when he delivers Marvin Gaye. 

It's rainy outside — and it will continue 
to be rainy outside. Where do you go to 
beat the SADs? 

I never drank coffee until I moved to Se- 
attle, and now I'm like a full on coffee-shop 
fiend (Kaladi Brothers is my go-to). Caffeine 
is the best. Also: Palm Springs, bitch. Alaska 
Airlines has killer deals, so the sun is never 
too far away. ■ 
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FREE WILL ASTROLOGY 

BY ROB BREZSNY 


For the Week of February 22 

ARIES (March 21-April 19): My astrological radar suggests there's 
a space-time anomaly looming just ahead of you. Is it a fun and 
exotic limbo where the rules are flexible and everything is an ex- 
periment? That might be cool. Or is it more like an alien labyrinth 
where nothing is as it seems, you can hear howling in the distance, 
and you barely recognize yourself? That might be weird. What do 
you think? Is it worth the gamble? If so, full speed ahead. If not, I 
suggest a course correction. 

TAURUS (April 20-May 20): Someone on Reddit asked readers to re- 
spond to the question "What is the most liberating thought you've ever 
had?" Among the replies were the following six: (1) "If new evidence 
presents itself, it's okay to change my beliefs." (2) "I get to choose who 
is in my life and who isn't." (3) "I am not my history." (4) "You can't 
change something that has already happened, so stop worrying about 
it." (5) "I am not, nor will I ever be, conventionally beautiful." (6) "I 
don't have to respond to people when they say stupid s— to me." I 
hope these testimonies inspire you to come up with several of your 
own, Taurus. It's a perfect time to formulate liberating intentions. 

GEMINI (May 21-June 20): It has been a while since I told you that 
I love you. So I'm doing it now: I LOVE YOU. More than you could 
ever imagine. And that's why I continue to offer these horoscopes 
to you free of charge, with no strings attached. That's why I work 
so hard to be a playful therapist and an edgy mentor for you. That's 
why I am so tenacious in my efforts to serve you as a feminist father 
figure and a kindly devil's advocate and a sacred cheerleader. Again, 

I don't expect anything from you in return. But if you would like to 
express your appreciation, you could do so by offering a similar type 
of well-crafted care to people in your own sphere. Now would be an 
excellent time to give such gifts. 

CANCER (June 21-July 22): "I like the word 'bewilderment' because it 
has both 'be' and 'wild' in it," says poet Peter Gizzi. I propose that you 
go even further, Cancerian: Express a fondness for the actual experi- 
ence of bewilderment as well as the word. In fact, be willing to not just 
tolerate but actually embrace the fuzzy blessings of bewilderment. In 
the coming weeks, that's your ticket to being wild in the healthiest (and 
wealthiest) ways. As you wander innocently through the perplexing 
mysteries that make themselves available, you'll be inspired to escape 
formalities and needless rules that have kept you overly tame. 

LEO (July 23-Aug 22): Are you familiar with psychologist Carl Jung's 
concept of the shadow? It's the unflattering or uncomfortable part 
of you that you would prefer to ignore or suppress. It's the source of 
behavior about which you later say, "I wasn't acting like myself." Jung- 
ians say that the shadow hounds you and wounds you to the degree 
that you refuse to deal with it. But if you negotiate with it, it leads you 
to beautiful surprises. It prods you to uncover riches you've hidden 
from yourself. I mention this, Leo, because any shadow work you do in 
the coming weeks could generate rather spectacular breakthroughs. 

VIRGO (Aug 23-Sept 22): You could make a vow like this: "Be- 
tween now and April 1 5, 1 will be relentless in getting my needs met. 

I will harbor a steely resolve to call on every ploy necessary to ensure 
that my deepest requirements are not just gratified but satiated to 
the max. I will be a dogged and ferocious seeker of absolute fulfill- 
ment." If you want to swear an oath like that, Virgo, I understand. 
But I hope you will try a softer approach — more like the following: 
"Between now and April 15, I will be imaginative and ingenious in 
getting my needs met. I will have fun calling on every trick necessary 
to ensure that my deepest requirements are playfully addressed. I will 
be a sweet seeker of unpredictable fulfillment." 

LIBRA (Sept 23-Oct 22): How would Buddha ask for a raise or pro- 
motion? How would Jesus tinker with his career plans as he took into 
consideration large-scale shifts in the economy? How would Confucius 
try to infuse new approaches and ideas into the status quo of his work 
environment? Ruminate deeply on these matters, dear Libra. Your 
yearning to be more satisfyingly employed may soon be rewarded — es- 
pecially if you infuse your ambitions with holy insight. How would Joan 
of Arc break through the glass ceiling? How would Harriet Tubman 
deal with the inefficiencies caused by excess testosterone? How would 
Hildegard of Bingen seek more emotional richness on the job? 

SCORPIO (Oct 23-Nov 21): I suspect you would benefit from ac- 
quiring a new bedroom name, my dear. But should I be the one 
to give it to you? I'm not sure. Maybe you could invite a practical 
dreamer you adore to provide you with this crazy sweet new mon- 
iker. If there is no such person to do the job (although given the 
current astrological omens, I bet there is), I'll offer the following array 
of amorous aliases for you to choose from: Wild Face, Kiss Genius, 
Thrill Witch, Freaky Nectar, Boink Master, Lust Moxie, Pearly Thunder, 
Peach Licker, Painkiller, Silky Bliss, Slippery Diver, Swoon Craver. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov 22-Dec 21): Soon I'll be off on my first vacation 
in 18 months. At first glance it might seem odd for an astrologer like 
myself to have selected two Sagittariansto be my house-sitters. Mem- 
bers of your sign are reputed to be among the least home-nurturing 
people in the zodiac. But I'm confident that by the time I return, 
raccoons won't be living in my kitchen, nor will my plants be dead 
or my snail mail stolen or my TV broken. The current astrological 
omens suggest that most of you Centaurs, at least for the foreseeable 
future, will display an uncommon aptitude for the domestic arts. 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22-Jan 19): The near future will be mutable, 
whimsical, and fluky. It'll be serendipitous, mercurial, and extempo- 
raneous. You should expect happy accidents and lucky breaks. Your 
ability to improvise will be quite valuable. Do you believe in lucky 
numbers? Even if you don't, yours will be 333. Your sacred password 
will be "quirky plucky." The cartoon characters with whom you 
will have most in common are Bugs Bunny and Road Runner. The 
place where you're most likely to encounter a crucial teaching is 
a threshold or thrift shop. Your colors of destiny will be flecked 
and dappled. (P.S.: I suspect that an as-yet-undiscovered talisman of 
power is crammed in a drawer full of junk.) 

AQUARIUS (Jan 20-Feb 18): Treat your body like a sublime temple, 
please. And regard your imagination as a treasured sanctuary. Be 
very choosy about what you allow to enter in to both of those holy 
places. This strategy is always a wise idea, of course, but it's especially 
so now, when you are extra sensitive to the influences you absorb. 
It's crucial that you express maximum discernment as you determine 
which foods, drinks, drugs, images, sounds, and ideas are likely to 
foster your maximum well-being — and which aren't. Be a masterful 
caretaker of your health and sanity. 

PISCES (Feb 19-March 20): What would your best mother do in a 
situation like this? Please note that I'm not asking, "What would your 
mother do?" I'm not suggesting you call on the counsel of your ac- 
tual mother. When I use the term "your best mother," I'm referring to 
the archetype of your perfect mother. Imagine a wise older woman 
who understands you telepathically, loves you unconditionally, and 
wants you to live your life according to your own inner necessity, not 
hers or anyone else's. Visualize her. Call on her. Seek her blessings. ■ 

Homework: Find a new person or institution you can eagerly and 
earnestly respect Report on your triumph at freewillastrology.com. 
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CAPTAIN BLACKS 

Capitol Hill 

Captain Blacks is a bar with two decks, a slight nautical theme, 
and fried chicken and waffles. The po’ boys and sliders are also quite 
good. Most of the food here glistens: beer-battered onion rings, deep- 
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apostrophe was lost at sea. 
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